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330-325-9082 

secretary@nodarider.org 
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Printer 
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Greetings 
from the 
President 

 

D 
ear NODA 
Members, 
 

With the April NODA News you received a 
hard copy by snail mail as usual and also an 
email containing a link to the electronic copy 
on our website.  This will be the first of a 
three month transition period, where mem-
bers will receive both a hard copy and an 
email notification as NODA's newsletter 
"Goes Green."  During the next three 
months you will have the option to "Opt 
Out" by filling out an "Opt Out" form and 
forwarding it to our newsletter editor.  You 
may "Opt Out" and continue to receive the 
hard copy only if you do not have email or if 
you have a dial up internet connection.  Eve-
ryone else's hard copy will be discontinued 
with the July edition.  There are some big 
advantages besides saving trees.  NODA will 
save approximately $2300 a year, after ad-
vertising income.  Another big advantage is 
that you will get your NODA News about two 
weeks earlier, as printing and snail mail 
added about two weeks to the process.  Our 
ads and announcements will be current and 
more relevant and the pictures will be vi-
brant in full color.  I know that many of you 
will be sad to see the end of the printed 
copy but think of the trees and money we 
will be saving.  We are sure that you will 
support NODA's efforts to "Go Green."   
 
Don't miss the rare opportunity to attend a 
lecture and demo by Charles de Kunffy.  Join 
fellow NODA members and other equine 
lovers on March 14th at Topline Stables in 
Aurora to hear Charles speak on lungeing the 
horse and lungeing the horse and rider.   
Education is important to all of us.  It re-
minds us how much we know but more im-
portantly how much we still need to know 
about our partnership with our much loved 
horses.  Go to the NODA website, 
www.nodarider.org, for information and a 
registration form, or contact Marcia Doyle at 
216-233-7212.  You can also email Marcia at, 
marcia-edu@nodarider.org.   
 
Speaking of education, on April 5th Fran 
Cverna and I attended a lecture and demo 
on Biomechanics given at Rocky River Sta-
bles by Colleen Kelly.  She was coming to the 
area from her home in Australia for the 

Dee and Bailey 

2010 Committees 
Awards Committee 
Chair: 
Janeen Langowski-Grava:  440-666-6182 
 yearend-awards@nodarider.org 
 
Year-End Banquet 
Chair:  
Carol Cassano: 216-272-185   
             banquet@nodarider.org 
 
Communications Committee 
Newsletter Editor 
Niki Sackman: 440-235-1553 
 editor@nodarider.org 
 
Webmaster 
Linda Cooley: 440-564-8118 
 webmaster@nodarider.org 
 
Competitions Committee 
**Recognized Show** 
Chair: 
Kimberly Moody: 330-678-2323 
 kmoody2@neo.rr.com   
 
Manager: 
Robyn Ambrose: 440-858-2164 
 rs-manager@nodarider.org 
 
Show Secretary: 
Mary Lou Gallagher: 216-251-7469 
 rs-secretary@nodarider.org 
 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Karen Eisenhauer: 330-220-4705  
 rs-vol-coord@nodarider.org 
 
Sponsors/Advertising 
Suzanne Carlton: 216-554-6748  

&  
Judy Cageao-Catania 
 sponsors@nodarider.org  
 
Silent Auction 
Lisa Cardinale 330-527-0683 
 silentauction@nodarider.org 
 
Historical Committee 
Mary Dana Prescott: 440-256-8858 
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Lisa Gorretta: 440-543-8682 
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Advertisers 
 

Bridlewood Dressage Farm 
 

Bristolwood Farm 
 

Cross Winds Farm 
 

Cuyahoga Forge 
 

Equestrian Reiki 
 

Equine Sports Massage Therapy by 
Mosie Welch 

  
Grand Prix Farm 

 
Katherine Poulin 

 
North Crest Equestrian Center 

 
Paddock Saddlery 

 
Rivendel Farm 

 
Rimfire Stables 

 
Saddles 101 

 
Satin Ride Equestrian Center 

 
Shadowfacs Farm  

 
The Visiting Vet 

 
Topline Stables 

 
Valley Riding 

 
Xhalt Equestrian Center 

Equine Affair and decided to offer other 
organizations her services while here.  Jeni 
Hren Gaffney and her Bath Pony Club took 
her up on that offer.  There was a terrific 
turnout to hear and also to ride with Col-
leen.  Jeni and her Pony Club did a great job 
in getting out the word and putting this 
event together in a very short period of 
time.  It was probably one of the most enter-
taining lectures I have ever attended.  Col-
leen is like the Joan Rivers of equine educa-
tion.   In her lecture, Colleen spent a lot of 
time on safety.  If you didn't always wear a 
helmet before she spoke, I can't imagine 
that you wouldn't after hearing the stories 
she told.  After the lecture we watched sev-
eral riders demonstrate some basic concepts 
of biomechanics and riding.   Colleen pointed 
out several times that if we are not balanced 
when we ride, we are "always falling off."   
My favorite quote of the night stressed sit-
ting up straight with your chest out.  The 
perfect visual from Colleen was, "Pull those 
fillies out of the paddock!"  If you can imag-
ine those words being spoken with an Aus-
ǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ŀŎŎŜƴǘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘ 
so hard that there wasn't a dry eye in the 
barn.  Thanks to Jeni and her Bath Pony Club 
for sponsoring this event.   
 
Take your camera with you to the NODA 
horse shows this year.  We are always look-
ing for pictures in an 8 x 10 format for our 
cover.  Send your favorite photo to newslet-
ter editor Niki Sackman at edi-
tor@nodarider.org; you might just find your 
photo on the cover.  Pictures must be digital 
and of high resolution, sized appropriately to 
fit the cover.  There should be lighter space 
around the pictures so that text will be read-
able.  Any people in the pictures must be 
NODA members and be properly identified.   
 
Use the NODA website for updated informa-
tion from NODA as well as from Region II 
and the USDF.  The Calendar is a "go to" for 
many horse events throughout our area.  
There is membership information, Schooling 
and Recognized Show information, and now 
you can read the latest NODA News on line 
and in full color.  In the next month or so you 
will also be able to see newsletters from the 
recent past.  
 
Remember to volunteer for NODA shows 
and committees.  We need your help to keep 
NODA running the way you would like to see 
it.  

Happy Spring,  
Dee Liebenthal 

NODA President  

2010 Committees 
 
**Schooling Shows** 
Manager/Co-Chair:   
Kimberly Moody: 330-678-2323 
 kmoody2@neo.rr.com  

& 
Mikki Pietrantozzi: 330-425-3206  
  SS-CoChair@nodarider.org  
 
Show Secretary 
Fran Cverna: 440-834-1774 
 SS-Secretary@nodarider.org 
 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Gail Patton: 440-442-5256 
 
Educational Programs 
Co-chairs: 
Marcia Doyle: 330-562-8456  
 Marcia-Edu@nodarider.org  

& 
Berni Moauro:  330-467-0619   
 Berni-Edu@nodarider.org  
 
 Membership Committee 
Chair:  Alice Brightup: 440-349-0284 
 membership@nodarider.org 
 
Junior & Young Rider Liaison 
Cassandra Hummert-Johnson:   
216-926-8789          jr-yr@nodarider.org 
 
Member Liaison 
Kathy Kirchner: 330-995-6010 
 MemberRep@nodarider.org 
    
Professional Liaison 
Mary Dana Prescott: 440-256-8858 
 
bh5!Ωǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ 
and opinions regarding NODA activities, 
shows and policies. Please include your 
name and phone number so we can 
answer your questions and concerns 
promptly.   Please contact Member  
Liaison Kathy Kirchner at 330-995-6010 or 
via email at memberrep@nodarider.org. 
 
Monthly board meetings are held the 
second Monday of each month at the 
Paddock Saddlery in Chagrin Falls from 7 
to 9 pm.  Members are welcome to 
attend.  See monthly calendar for details 
as on occasion the location of the meeting 
may change. 

mailto:kmoody2@neo.rr.com
mailto:SS-CoChair@nodarider.org
mailto:SS-Secretary@nodarider.org
mailto:Marcia-Edu@nodarider.org
mailto:Berni-Edu@nodarider.org
mailto:membership@nodarider.org
mailto:jr-yr@nodarider.org
mailto:MemberRep@nodarider.org
mailto:memberrep@nodarider.org


 

NODA News 2010 page 4 

I  
ǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ƛǘΧŘǊȅ 
scratchy skin, dry hair that stands on 
end with static electricity.  Your horse 

feels it too and his coat really shows it 
especially after his winter clipping.  Baths 
are all too few and far between and win-
ǘŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘ ƻƴ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ǎƪƛƴ ŀƴŘ 
coat.  Blankets and saddle pads can make 
it much worse.  Horse dander, horse hair 
and sweat build up after repeated use.  It 
causes pilling in the fabric and rubs on the 
back.  Dry clipped hair is particularly sus-
ceptible to this. 
 
Saddle pads need to be washed regularly 
with mild detergent and rinsed thoroughly 
and checked periodically for rough or 
worn spots. (There are a number of spe-
cial cleaners recommended by the pad 
manufacturers such as Melp, Eqyss Blan-
ket & Pad Wash, Leather Therapy Laundry 
Solution to name a few.)  If the pad has 
rubbed spots or any sign of an uneven 
ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀǎƘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ άŦƭǳŦŦέ 

back up 
replace it. 
 
Rubbed or 
balding 
spots on 
your 
horses 
back are 

signs that something is not quite right.  Of 
course it could be the saddle or possibly 
ǘƘŜ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘ όǿŜΩƭƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊπ
ent article) but the saddle pad is an easy 
piece of the puzzle to check and replace if 
ƴŜŜŘ ōŜΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀŘπ
dle pad is the correct shape for your sad-

dle and your horse.  A pad contoured for 
the back which shapes up at the withers is 
always what I recommend.  A poor quality 

or poorly fitting pad can cause pressure 
soreness or painful rubbing across the 
withers or spine.  A good pad should meet 
the following guidelines: 
 

¶ It should have a High cut withers and 
should follow the curve of your 
ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ǎǇƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƭƭŜǘ 
channel of the saddle. 

 

¶ It should be large enough and match 
the shape of the saddle flaps. 

 

¶ It should be long enough and wide 
enough that the saddle panels do not 
sit on the outer edges, seams or welt-
ings. 

¶ It should be completely even in con-
sistency without lumps, bumps or 
wear or pilling on the underside (even 
the smallest grit can feel like a painful 
ǘƘƻǊƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪύΦ 

 

¶ It will allow heat and moisture to wick 
ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ōŀŎƪΦ 

 
Unfortunately, there are some discom-
forts our horses experience during the 
winter months that are beyond our con-
trol but keeping them comfortable with a 
clean and functional saddle pad should 
not be one of them.  The next time you 
pull your saddle off the rack and head to 
the cross ties stop for a moment to pull 
the saddle pad out from under and take a 
quick check.  Your horse will thank you!  
carey@paddocksaddlery.com 
 

Equestrian Stylista 

άtƛƭŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5ǊŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

wƛŘŜǊέ 
 

As a lover of fitness and yoga, I was 
ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ L ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ άtƛƭŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ 5ǊŜǎǎŀƎŜ wƛŘŜǊέ 5±5 ŀǎ ŀ ƎƛŦǘΦ άtƛƭŀǘŜǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5ǊŜǎǎŀƎŜ wƛŘŜǊέ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ 
Janice Dulak, and comes in book form as 
well as a DVD. I was unaware of exactly 
what pilates was, and after a quick search 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƛƭŀǘŜǎ άΧ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ 
postural muscles which help keep the 
body balanced and which are essential to 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛƴŜέΦ .ŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
speaking, pilates strengthen your core; the 
muscles in and surrounding your stomach 
and abdominals. In dressage, the core of 
the body is vital, as it helps us push from 
the seat, sit straight and tall, and actively 
ƳƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ  
 
I started the real time DVD on the begin-
ner section. The DVD gives a thorough 
demonstration and explanation of each 
movement. The exercises focus on all ar-
eas of strengthening the body, but one 
theme remains-to keep the core engaged 
and regulate breathing.  It is hard to do 

Your saddle pad could make the difference! 
By Carey Smith  

XHALT EQUESTRIAN CENTER INC.  

14479 SOUTH ISLAND RD 

EATON TWP., OHIO 44028 

WEB SITE WWW.XHALTEQCENTER.COM  

440-748-7502     216-299-3069 

HORSE BOARDING  LIPIZZAN BREEDER  

mailto:carey@paddocksaddlery.com
http://www.shadowfacsfarm.com/
http://www.xhalteqcenter.com/
http://WWW.XHALTEQCENTER.COM
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all three at the same time! Once the 
άƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎέ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǾŜǊΣ ŀ мл Ƴƛƴπ
utes real time workout is included, con-
taining all of the exercises learned. After 3 
ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ άƳŀǎǘŜǊƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴŜǊ ǎŜŎπ
tion, I decided it was time to try out the 
advanced section of the DVD. Similar in 
focus and format, the advanced exercises 
further stretch and strengthen your mus-
cles. Once again, at the 
end of the exercises is 
included a real time 
workout. Included in 
the DVD is also a 
mounted-exercises sec-
tion, which I have not 
viewed or tried yet. 
 

I have thoroughly adopted this habit of 
doing Pilates, and love that I feel the exer-
cises working (sometimes in a sore way 
the next day!). If done carefully and 
slowly, pilates can help any rider become 
ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊΦ άtƛƭŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5ǊŜǎǎŀƎŜ wƛŘŜǊέ 
is a fabulous way to start the program at 
home. I highly recommend it to all dres-
sage riders, and those not involved in 
dressage, as well.   
 

By Cassandra Hummert-Johnson 
(Disclaimer- I am not affiliated with the 
author nor the company owning rights to 
the publication or DVD. Please consult a 
medical professional before starting a new 
exercise plan)  

Meeting Location: The Paddock Saddlery 
in Chagrin Falls  
 
Attending:  Robyn Ambrose, Alice Brigh-
tup, Carol Cassano, Fran Cverna, Linda 
Cooley, Mary Lou Gallagher, Lisa Gorretta, 
Bonnie Gray, Marcia Doyle, Mary Jo Kept-
ner,  Jennifer Kick, Kathy Kirchner, Janeen 
Langowski-Grava, Dale Lappert, Dee Lie-
benthal, Kim Moody, Gail Patton, Mikki 
Pietrantozzi, Mary Dana Prescott, Rose-
mary Rufo, Niki Sackman, Carey Smith, 
Lora Szloh 
 
Call to Order: Dee Liebenthal, President, 
called the meeting to order at 7:02PM. 

 
Minutes: Mary Lou moved to accept the 
minutes as written, Kathy seconded and 
the motion passed. 
 
Treasurer's Report: Jennifer Kick 
Balances as of 3/6/2010 are $4801.61 in 
checking and $5000.00 in savings for a 
total of $9801.61. 
 
Cost of insurance for the deKunffy lecture 
and demonstration is $68.00. 
 
There is one check left to clear the old 
checking account.   
 
Membership Report: Alice Brightup 
Total membership is now 208 including 43 
professionals and 26 Jr/Yr. 
 
Handbook Report: Rosemary Rufo 
Rosemary  passed around a draft copy for 
members to check. 
 
The handbook will be out in March. Cost 
will be less than $200. 
 
Education Report: Marcia DoyleMarcia 
has contacted Margaret Freeman about 
doing the new test lecture. 
 
Berni has asked Kate Poulin if she would 
do a training scale lecture. 
 
Discussion on the revised Charles de-
Kunffy proposal.  
 
Awards Report: Janeen Langowski-Grava 
Leftover medals from our Olympic themed 
banquet will be donated to TRC,   
 
Discussion on how to award the area's 
instructors for their part in making our 
schooling show program successful. 
 
Newsletter Report: Niki Sackman 
Niki passed out a breakdown of costs 
sheet. 
 
Going Green- It was agreed that the 
change should be gradual, with members 
receiving both emailed and printed copies 
for awhile.  
 
Webmaster Report: Linda Cooley 
The schooling show page is updated with 
2010  information and prize list and the 
awards page is updated with 2010 infor-

mation. 
 
Recognized Show Report: Robyn Ambrose 
Robyn is checking hotel rates. 
 
The date of the 2011 Recognized show 
moved to the last weekend of July- July 30
-31.   
 
Discussion on trophies.  It was decided to 
order the clear wine glass with NODA 
logo. 
 
The board agreed that any judge asking 
for more than $650 must come before the 
board. 
 
Schooling Show Report: Kim Moody 
Everything is on track for the first show. 
 
Parliamentarian Report: Dale Lappert 
There will be an executive committee 
meeting on March 24 to discuss possible 
changes in the bylaws. 
 
Banquet Report: Carol Cassano 
Carol handed out information on several 
venues she had checked out. 
 
Banquet will be held at the Crown Plaza
(formerly the Sheraton) in Independence 
with the Independence Holiday Inn as 
second choice,  if the Crown Plaza falls 
through.  
 
Members Liaison: Kathy Kirchner 
The board agreed to give $100 to Dres-
sage Prix de Ville teams that consist of all 
bh5! ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǳǎŜ άbh5!έ ƛƴ 
the team's name.  
 
Data Management System Update: Lora 
Szloh 
Lora passed out a summary of the Feb. 
25th meeting and proposed file structure. 
 
Discussion on what members need to 
have access to, etc. 
 
Lora introduced Rob Ellins, who will be 
assisting with the scanning of materials. 
 
Adjournment: Linda moved to adjourn 
and Kathy seconded.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 9:25PM. 
The next meeting will be held at 7:00 PM 
on  Monday,  April 12, 2010, at The Pad-
dock Saddlery. 

NODA Board Meeting 
Minutes 

March 8, 2010  
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ATTENTION ALL NODA MEMBERS:  THE NEWSLETTER IS GOING GREEN!!! 

 
 
As noted in the April "NODA News" and in this May issue, NODA is "going green" with the 

Newsletter.  Our intention is to only publish in electronic format.  We do realize however, that for some 
members the electronic format is not an option.  Members with dial up or no email may "OPT OUT" of the 
electronic format by filling out the "OPT OUT"  form and returning it.   
 
You have recently received, or soon will receive, your 2010 handbook containing the latest member 
information.  Please check to make sure that we have your correct email address.   If you meant to give us 
your email address and did not, please email Alice Brightup, Membership Chairperson at  
membership@nodarider.org.    

 
REMEMBER:     NODA does not sell or give its membership list to retailers or vendors. 

 
 
"OPT OUT" Option: 
Effective with the July edition, the "NODA News" will be published in electronic format.  You are requesting 
to continue the paper copy because you do not have email or you have a dial up internet connection.  
Please let us know by returning the "OPT OUT" form below. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   
At this time, I wish to continue to receive the newsletter via U.S. Postal Service and not via email because I do not 
have email or I have a dial up connection. 
 
               
Please PRINT Name Above 
Mail to Alice Brightup, 27925 Louise Dr., Solon, OH 44139 
or send an email to: membership@nodarider.org  
*********************************************************************************************************************************** 

NODA members are hosting Dressage Education Events and Clinics with local, national and international 

professionals this month.   Further details and information on the NODA Calendar at www.nodarider.org 

May 1  Clinic with Sharon Poulin, ñS Srò Judge at Fair Weather Farm 

May 1    Clinic with Karen Stephens at KKM Stables 

May 1 & 2 Clinic with Charlotte Bayley at Shadow Facs Farm 

May 7  Discussion with Carel EIjkenaar, FEI "I' Judge at Sendon Way Equestrian Center  

  Topics:  What do Dressage Judges Look For ïand- How to Ride Better Dressage Tests. 

May 8 & 9 Ride-a-Test Clinic with Carel Eijkenaar, FEI ñIò Judge at Sendon Way Equestrian Center 

May 14  NODA PRESENTS ï CHARLES DE KUNFFY LECTURE & DEMONSTRATION at Topline Stables of 
  Walden Topics: Correct Lungeing of Horses and Cavaletti Work  -and- Correct Lungeing of Horse and 
  Rider with Exercises to Improve Independence of Seat & Balance  Registration form:  

  http://www.nodarider.org/Education/5-14-10CDKRegFm.pdf 

May 14-16 Clinic with Charles de Kunffy at Topline Stables of Walden 

file:///K:/../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/8966QBQ0/membership@nodarider.org
mailto:membership@nodarider.org
file:///K:/NODA/May/www.nodarider.org
http://www.nodarider.org/Education/5-14-10CDKRegFm.pdf
http://www.nodarider.org/Education/5-14-10CDKRegFm.pdf
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100 

 

Non-Profit 

Brecksville Horse Stable 

Operations 

 

Cleveland Metroparks is receiving 

proposals for the 2011-2013 operation 

of the Brecksville Stables, Brecksville 

Reservation, by a non profit  

organization or group. 

 

For background information or 

inquiries, contact the office of the 

Cleveland Metroparks Executive 

Director,  

216-635-3295; 

laq@clevelandmetroparks.com 

http://www.saddles101.com/
mailto:heather@saddles101.com
http://www.northcrestequestrian.com/
http://www.northcrestequestrian.com/
mailto:laq@clevelandmetroparks.com
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H 
ave you heard about or seen 
Cavalia?  It is probably the great-
est horse-related theatrical en-

tertainment show ever in the United 
States or perhaps the world 
 
This horse extravaganza was the brain 
child of Normand Latourelle, creator of 
Cirque du Soleil, with co-creators Frederic 
Pignon and wife, Magali Delgado, two 
outstanding passionate 
horsemen who have de-
voted their lives to the 
bond between horse and 
man.  Cavalia is a comin-
gling of theatrical effects, 
acrobats, choreography, 
original and live music, and 
storytelling - all with the 
presence, participation, 
and performance of our 
wonderful HORSE! 
This show has been created to showcase 
and honor the horse with special empha-
sis upon understanding of the horse first.  
It is truly reflected in all aspects of this 
passionate show. 

 
I had the privilege of seeing Cavalia this 
past winter in Miami.  I drove from Or-
lando to Miami and return in the same 
day (10 hrs. of driving), just to see the 
show.  It was definitely worth it!  I was 
transformed by the majesty and beauty of 
ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳŜΦ  !ǘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ƛƴǎƛǎπ
ǘŜƴŎŜΣ L ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ άwŜƴŘŜȊǾƻǳǎέ ǘƛŎƪπ
ets which included an amazing pre-show 
buffet dinner, intermission desserts and a 
ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊƴǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ άǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǎέ ŀǘ 
shows end. 
 
As horse people our expectations for 
shows involving horses are set pretty high.   
Cavalia actually surpassed my expecta-
tions.   I never expected the natural 
stages, supreme footing, backdrops and 
props.   The show began with colts and 
fillies running across the stage at liberty, 
becoming accustomed to the audience, 
ǎƳŜƭƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƛǎŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ƘŜƭŘ ŀƴ ά!ǘ 
[ƛōŜǊǘȅέ ŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ƘƻǊǎŜǿƻƳŀƴΣ {ȅƭπ

via Zerbini (an 8th generation circus 
trainer) and a host of white Iberian 
stallions interacting with her and 
each other.   No two shows are ever 
the same!  There is a Pas de Deux 
with two female riders, adorned in 
wedding-type dresses, that is mirror 
perfect.   Also, surreal was the 
ά.ŀƭƭέ ŀŎǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ Ƴŀƴ ƛǎ 
interfacing with a stallion while he 
is bouncing on a ball.  It is nothing 
short of miraculous! 

 
The show has acrobatics to make you gasp 
and trick riding that is stimulating and 
amazing. The music is haunting and en-
chanting, performed live with a full or-

chestra and an angelic-voiced soprano.   
.ǊŜŀǘƘǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ 
each and every act and scene. 
 
This show is simply too astonishing and 
astounding to even describe in words!  
¢ƘŜ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ όŀ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘύ ƛǎ ƳƛƴŘ ōƻƎπ
gling with stage design, footing, and high-
top tents.  The care and attention to the 
welfare care, and grooming of the horses 
(more than 60!) is phenomenal. 
 
You must see it or at the very least, visit 
www.cavalia.net to be treated to snippets 
of the show and some interesting com-
mentary, music, and background.  Co-
creators, Frederic Pignon and Magali 
Delgado just released a fantastic book, 
detailing their love affair with the horse, 
entitled, Gallop to Freedom which is an-
ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƻǊǎŜ άǘǊŜŀǘέ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǊŜŀŘπ
ing.  Cavalia is truly a tribute to the magic 
of the hrse and enchanting for every horse 
lover!  
 
9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜΥ L ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 
to the show when they were touring in Las 
Vegas in 2006.  It was a truly amazing 
show and the VIP tickets were well worth 
the price.  At the Las Vegas show those 
with VIP passes were able to tour the sta-
bles, which was very cool.  I highly recom-
mend seeing this show if you ever have the 
opportunity! - Niki 

Cavalia! 
By: Regina Sacha-Ujczo  

http://www.cavalia.net
http://www.equestrianreiki.com/
http://www.equestrianreiki.com/
http://www.thecrosswindsfarm.com/
http://www.thecrosswindsfarm.com/
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Jeni Hren Gaffney, DVM 
 

Endia Peckham, DVM 
 

Jessamyn  Kennedy, DVM 
 

Konnie Wendt, DVM, DACT  
 

ñThe Visiting Vetò 
 

AN EQUINE AND SMALL ANIMAL PRACTICE.  

Routine Small Animal Home Care 

Small animal surgery by appointment  

Radiology 

Ultrasound 

Portable Digital Radiography 

Equine Dentistry 

Equine Lameness Evaluation, Treatment, & Maintenance 

Equine Reproduction by Boarded Specialist 

Equine Emergency Care 

 

330-665-5915  

http://www.equestrianpursuits.com/
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http://www.paddocksaddlery.com/

