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D 
ear NODA 
Members, 
 

It seems that I always 
start off this letter 

talking about the weather.  I guess it's 
because the weather here in NE Ohio has 
such a huge impact on our riding schedules.  
That being said I hope all of you are enjoying 
your summer and getting in lots of riding.  
Before we know it we will be wishing  the 
hot and humid days were back.   
 
This is the first issue of the NODA News 
where you won't get a paper copy unless 
you have dialup or no email, and have filled 
out the OPT OUT form.   If you forgot to fill 
one out,  please do it now and send to Alice 
Brightup, Membership Chair,  27925 Louise 
Drive, Solon, OH  44139.  We don't want you 
to miss your mailed copy if you can't access 
the NODA News on line. 
 
Thank you to all who volunteered to help 
out LEC with the Derby.   It's nice when two 
organizations can work together and help 
each other.  We hope that we will be able to 
do more of this type of thing in the future.    
 
The Schooling Shows are going along very 
well, with two under our belt already this 
year, and July 11th at Grand Haven coming 
up soon.  Kim Moody  and Fran Cverna 
reported the show at Rocky River on May 
30th was well attended.  There were 74 
entries and 130 rides.  Once again Margaret 
McElhaney and her crew were very helpful.  
It's always a pleasure to put on a schooling 
show there.  Thank you also to all the 
volunteers for the day.  As always, you were 
all fabulous.  If you haven't signed up to 
volunteer at one of NODA's schooling shows, 
please call Gail Patton, 440-442-5256 to get 
your name on the list. 
 
The Recognized Shows are also right around 
the corner -- July 24th and 25th will be here 
before you know it.  If you aren't  making 
plans to show in either of these two shows, 
we hope you will be volunteering or 
watching and shopping our annual silent 
auction.  We also hope that you sent in your 
sponsorship/ad form in support of this 
event.  This is NODA's big annual fund raiser 

and we need your support. 
 
Do you have some comments or ideas that 
you want to share with NODA's Board?  
Perhaps an idea for an educational event or 
a fund raiser or some thoughts on how we 
might improve our Schooling  or Recognized 
shows?  Please submit those ideas to your 
member liaison, Kathy Kirchner, at 
MemberRep@nodarider.org.  She will bring 
your ideas  and or comments to the 
appropriate committee chair and/or to the 
Board.  Remember to tell us about the things 
that you like as well as what you don't like.   
 
Don't forget to get your volunteer hours in 
to qualify for awards.  You must  submit four 
(4),  2010 NODA bucks with your application 
for year end awards.  There will be no 
exceptions.  If you don't have time to work 
at a show, you can submit an article or 
volunteer in some other capacity.  You can 
work on a committee such as the banquet or 
awards committee, or you can help with the 
silent auction, gathering donations.  NODA is 
always in need of help in some capacity.  Tell 
us what you like to do and we can find you a 
job.   
 
I don't usually talk about myself in this letter 
but in case you haven't heard through the 
grapevine, I have a new horse.  His name is 
Rens.  He is a Dutch Warm Blood gelding,  
just turning 12.  I am so excited because he 
is trained.  He is not a baby that I have to try 
to teach.  He is teaching me.  I have learned 
the hard way that an AA doesn't always have 
the tools necessary for training a horse, 
especially a vintage AA like myself.  I not 
only don't have the tools to train a young 
horse, I also don't have the time.  I am 
having so much fun.  He has a personality to 
die for and he is so handsome that if I 
weren't already spoken for, he would be my 
pick... and he is my pick as my new dressage 
riding partner.  
 

Enjoy the warm weather, 
Dee Liebenthal 

NODA President  

Dee and Bailey 

Greetings from the President 
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 rs-secretary@nodarider.org 
 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Karen Eisenhauer: 330-220-4705  
 rs-vol-coord@nodarider.org 
 
Sponsors/Advertising 
Suzanne Carlton: 216-554-6748  

&  
Judy Cageao-Catania 
 sponsors@nodarider.org  
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Historical Committee 
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2010 Committees 
 
**Schooling Shows** 
Manager/Co-Chair:   
Kimberly Moody: 330-678-2323 
 kmoody2@neo.rr.com  

& 
Mikki Pietrantozzi: 330-425-3206  
  SS-CoChair@nodarider.org  
 
Show Secretary 
Fran Cverna: 440-834-1774 
 SS-Secretary@nodarider.org 
 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Gail Patton: 440-442-5256 
 
Educational Programs 
Co-chairs: 
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 Marcia-Edu@nodarider.org  

& 
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 Berni-Edu@nodarider.org  
 
 Membership Committee 
Chair:  Alice Brightup: 440-349-0284 
 membership@nodarider.org 
 
Junior & Young Rider Liaison 
Cassandra Hummert-Johnson:   
216-926-8789          jr-yr@nodarider.org 
 
Member Liaison 
Kathy Kirchner: 330-995-6010 
 MemberRep@nodarider.org 
    
Professional Liaison 
Mary Dana Prescott: 440-256-8858 
 
bh5!Ωǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ 
and opinions regarding NODA activities, 
shows and policies. Please include your 
name and phone number so we can 
answer your questions and concerns 
promptly.   Please contact Member  
Liaison Kathy Kirchner at 330-995-6010 or 
via email at memberrep@nodarider.org. 
 
Monthly board meetings are held the 
second Monday of each month at the 
Paddock Saddlery in Chagrin Falls from 7 
to 9 pm.  Members are welcome to 
attend.  See monthly calendar for details 
as on occasion the location of the meeting 
may change. 
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Junior High Point Ride:   
   Jessica Blauman on Gobi, 69.000% 
Adult Amateur High Point Ride:   
   Patti Valencic on Carson, 70.333%  
 
Class: 1.1 USDF Introductory Test A (Rider), Amateur
 Judge:Karen Hunschberger r 
1 - Sharon Gates, Amat, Member, Mary Rose (Mr͚e), 53.500%  
2 - Tamara Alibeckoff, Amat, Member, Beau Gosse, 49.000%  
 
Class: 1.2 USDF Introductory Test A (Rider), Junior
 Judge:Karen Hunschberger r 
1 - Jessica Blauman, Jr, Member, Gobi, 58.500%  
2 - Madison Fowles, Jr, Bet On The Blues, 52.500%  
3 - Claire Piovarchy, Jr, Dakota's Silky Shadow, 49.000%  
4T - Halie Cantrell O'Brien, Jr, Member, Red Cavalier, 45.500%  
4T - Sydney Padgett, Jr, Willie, 45.500%  
 
Class: 2.1 USDF Introductory Test B (Rider), Amateur
 Judge:Amy Rothe-Heitter L 
1 - Sharon Gates, Amat, Member, Mary Rose (Mr͚e), 61.500% Q 
2 - Tamara Alibeckoff, Amat, Member, Beau Gosse, 53.000%  
 
Class: 2.2 USDF Introductory Test B (Rider), Junior
 Judge:Amy Rothe-Heitter L 
1 - Jessica Blauman, Jr, Member, Gobi, 69.000% Q 
2 - Grace Boccia, Jr, Member, Legend (Cruise Control), 63.000% Q 
3 - Madison Fowles, Jr, Bet On The Blues, 58.000%  
4 - Claire Piovarchy, Jr, Dakota's Silky Shadow, 47.500%  
 
Class: 3 USDF Introductory Test A (Horse) Judge:
 Karen Hunschberger r 
1 - Patti Cifranic, Amat, Member, Wilameena, 60.500% Q 
2 - Idi Milliken, Prof, Member, Breeze (Tango), 57.500%  
3 - Kimberly Moody, Amat, Member, Winston RKH, 51.500%  
4 - Kit Fleming, Amat, Brogan, 51.000%  
5 - Crissteen Miller, Amat, Member, Easy Swinger, 46.500%  
 
Class: 4 USDF Introductory Test B (Horse) Judge:
 Amy Rothe-Heitter L 
1 - Patti Cifranic, Amat, Member, Wilameena, 70.000% Q 
2 - Idi Milliken, Prof, Member, Breeze (Tango), 69.500%  
3 - Amanda Kelley, Amat, Member, Jessie (Onyx), 62.000% Q 
4 - Kit Fleming, Amat, Brogan, 61.500%  
5 - Kimberly Moody, Amat, Member, Winston RKH, 59.000%  
6 - Crissteen Miller, Amat, Member, Easy Swinger, 54.000%  
 
Class: 5.1 Training Level, Test 1 Novice, Amateur
 Judge:Karen Hunschberger r 
1 - Carolyn Demanelis, Amat, Gallop Home, 66.087%  
2 - Brittany Djukic, Amat, Chantilly, 58.261%  
3 - Christine Cook, Amat, Midnight's Magic Rebel, 56.087%  
4 - Michele Vonk, Amat, Member, Shorty, 54.783%  

5 - Lora Szloh, Amat, Member, Charlie Chaplin, 53.913%  
 
Class: 5.2 Training Level, Test 1 Novice, Amateur
 Judge:Karen Hunschberger r 
1 - Jennifer Sozio, Amat, Member, Paint by Numbers, 63.478% Q 
2 - Thomas Gazley, Amat, Member, Tiger Lilly, 58.261%  
3 - Amanda Kelley, Amat, Member, Jessie (Onyx), 56.957%  
4 - Kathy Davis-Kime, Amat, Isaac, 53.478%  
6 - Crissteen Miller, Amat, Member, Easy Swinger, 51.739%  
5 - Kelly McCoy, Amat, Member, Billy, 51.739%  
 
Class: 5.3 Training Level, Test 1 Novice, Junior
 Judge:Karen Hunschberger r 
1 - Rachel Bracker, Jr, Member, Sammy, 62.609% Q 
2 - Mary Coletta Burns, Jr, Member, One Sock Short, 60.870% Q 
3 - Allison Johnson, Jr, Member, Red, 60.000% Q 
4 - Emily Weber, Jr, Member, Keeping Faith (Keeper), 56.957%  
5 - Rebecca Kirk, Jr, Member, Oreo Blizzard, 56.522%  
6 - Evelyn Tyner, Jr, Member, Tenacious D, 56.087%  
 - Evelyn Lancione, Jr, Member, Reno, 55.652%  
 - Grace Boccia, Jr, Member, Legend (Cruise Control), 51.304%  
 
Class: 6.1 Training Level, Test 2 Novice, Amateur
 Judge:Amy Rothe-Heitter L 
1 - Jennifer Sozio, Amat, Member, Paint by Numbers, 68.571% Q 
2 - Brittany Djukic, Amat, Chantilly, 63.214%  
3 - Carolyn Demanelis, Amat, Gallop Home, 62.500%  
4 - Lora Szloh, Amat, Member, Charlie Chaplin, 61.071% Q 
 
Class: 6.2 Training Level, Test 2 Novice, Amateur
 Judge:Amy Rothe-Heitter L 
1 - Laura Wolf, Amat, Member, Levi's Tinman, 65.357% Q 
2 - Kelly McCoy, Amat, Member, Billy, 62.857% Q 
3 - Thomas Gazley, Amat, Member, Tiger Lilly, 61.786% Q 
4 - Kathy Davis-Kime, Amat, Isaac, 59.286%  
5 - Stacey Guerra, Amat, Member, Sylvia's Fathom Dream,  
     58.929%  
 
Class: 6.3 Training Level, Test 2 Novice, Junior
 Judge:Amy Rothe-Heitter L 
1 - Hope Chisar, Jr, Member, Westyn, 64.643% Q 
2 - Grace Boccia, Jr, Member, Legend (Cruise Control), 58.571%  
3 - Layla Roberts, Jr, Member, Bump In The Night, 57.500%  
4 - Mary Coletta Burns, Jr, Member, One Sock Short, 56.071%  
5 - Evelyn Tyner, Jr, Member, Tenacious D, 55.357%  
 
Class: 6.4 Training Level, Test 2 Novice, Junior
 Judge:Amy Rothe-Heitter L 
1 - Rachel Bracker, Jr, Member, Sammy, 63.929% Q 
2 - Allison Johnson, Jr, Member, Red, 60.714% Q 
3 - Rebecca Kirk, Jr, Member, Oreo Blizzard, 59.643%  
4 - Evelyn Lancione, Jr, Member, Reno, 56.429%  
5 - Emily Weber, Jr, Member, Keeping Faith (Keeper), 55.714%  

May 30, 2010 NODA Schooling Show, Rocky River Stables  

Judges: Karen Hunschberger r & Amy Rothe-Heitter L  
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Class: 7 Training Level, Test 3 Novice  
Judge:Amy Rothe-Heitter L 
1 - Lauren VanLehn, Amat, Member, Timmy, 66.400% Q 
2 - Allison Johnson, Jr, Member, Red, 56.000%  
 
Class: 8 Training Level, Test 4 Novice  
Judge:Karen Hunschberger r 
1 - Laura Wolf, Amat, Member, Levi's Tinman, 61.200% Q 
2 - Hope Chisar, Jr, Member, Westyn, 60.400% Q 
3 - Lauren VanLehn, Amat, Member, Timmy, 57.600%  
4 - Layla Roberts, Jr, Member, Bump In The Night, 56.800%  
5 - Abigail Weigele, Amat, Reflection PE, 54.800%  
 
Class: 9 Training Level, Test 1 Open  
Judge:Amy Rothe-Heitter L 
1 - Amy Pajcic, Amat, Member, Mary Rose (M͚re), 65.217% Q 
2 - Niki Sackman, Amat Member, Mercedes Colortyme, 60.900% Q 
3 - Stacey Guerra, Amat, Member, Sylvia's Fathom Dream, 54.800%  
 
Class: 10 Training Level, Test 2 Open  
Judge:Karen Hunschberger r 
1 - Amy Pajcic, Amat, Member, Mary Rose (M͚re), 63.900% Q 
2 - Michelle Lackey, Prof, Member, Sasha, 63.100%  
3 - Michelle Tyner, Prof, Member, Gran Torino, 62.100%  
4 - Niki Sackman, Amat, Member, Mercedes Colortyme, 56.071%  
 
Class: 11 Training Level, Test 3 Open  
Judge:Amy Rothe-Heitter L 
1 - Linda O'Keefe, Amat, Member, Illuminated Magic, 64.800% Q 
2 - Katie Mitterholzer, Jr, Member, Long Acres Emma, 61.200% Q 
3T - Michelle Tyner, Prof, Member, Gran Torino, 58.000%  
3T - Nicole Thomas, Amat, Brick's Bryer, 58.000%  
5 - Anya Hurley, Amat, Member, Oz Scotch By Gosh, 55.200%  
 
Class: 12 Training Level, Test 4 Open  
Judge:Karen Hunschberger r 
1T - Nicole Thomas, Amat, Brick's Bryer, 63.600%  
1T - Michelle Lackey, Prof, Member, Sasha, 63.600%  
3 - Linda O'Keefe, Amat, Member, Illuminated Magic, 59.600%  
4 - Elizabeth Biddick, Prof, Member, Tucker, 58.400%  
5 - Shelly Bragan, Amat, Member, Tour En L'Aiv (Eddie), 57.600%  
6 - Katie Mitterholzer, Jr, Member, Long Acres Emma, 56.000%  
 - Anya Hurley, Amat, Member, Oz Scotch By Gosh, 54.400%  
 - Michelle Tyner, Prof, Member, Granduer, 53.200%  
 
Class: 13.1 First Level, Test 1  
Judge:Amy Rothe-Heitter L 
1 - Betsy Kahl, Amat, Member, Stuart, 67.333% Q 
2 - Peggi Ignagni, Amat, Member, Zips Fleur de Lys, 66.333% Q 
3 - Holly Zewalk, Amat, Member, Patsy's Gem, 64.000+% Q 
4 - Debra Smith, Amat, Member, Aragorn, 64.000% Q 
5 - Lisa VanNieuwal, Amat, Member, Absinthe, 59.000%  
 
Class: 13.2 First Level, Test 1  
Judge:Amy Rothe-Heitter L 
1 - Patti Valencic, Amat, Member, Carson, 70.333% Q 
5 - Barbara Tuskas, Amat, Member, Brimstone, 65.667% Q 
3 - Michelle Tyner, Prof, Member, Granduer, 63.333%  

4 - Krista Zaharewicz, Amat, Member, Fancy Little Rascal,  
     62.667% Q 
5 - Shelly Bragan, Amat, Member, Tour En L'Aiv (Eddie), 62.333% Q 
6 - Elizabeth Biddick, Prof, Member, Tucker, 62.000%  
 
Class: 14 First Level, Test 2  
Judge:Karen Hunschberger r 
1 - Betsy Kahl, Amat, Member, Stuart, 66.111% Q 
2 - Barbara Tuskas, Amat, Member, Brimstone, 61.667% Q 
3 - Patti Valencic, Amat, Member, Carson, 59.722%  
4 - Peggi Ignagni, Amat, Member, Zips Fleur de Lys, 58.611%  
5 - Krista Zaharewicz, Amat, Member, Fancy Little Rascal,     
    58.056%  
6 - Holly Zewalk, Amat, Member, Patsy's Gem, 57.222%  
 - Lisa VanNieuwal, Amat, Member, Absinthe, 56.667%  
 
Class: 16 First Level, Test 4  
Judge:Karen Hunschberger r 
1 - Debra Smith, Amat, Member, Aragorn, 63.526% Q 
2 - Sharon Warner, Amat, Member, Welt Hailo, 61.842% Q 
3 - Ron Kohlhoff, Prof, Member, North Sea Brent, 59.500%  
4 - Gail Patton, Amat, Member, Frivolous Pursuit, 55.500%  
 
Class: 17.21 Second Level, Test 1  
Judge:Karen Hunschberger r 
1 - Ron Kohlhoff, Prof, Member, North Sea Brent, 60.526%  
2 - Gail Patton, Amat, Member, Frivolous Pursuit, 50.300%  
 
Class: 17.23 Second Level, Test 3  
Judge:Amy Rothe-Heitter L 
1 - Rose Marhevka, Amat, Member, Good Will, 57.400%  
 
Class: 17.24 Second Level, Test 4  
Judge:Karen Hunschberger r 
1 - Sabine Walker, Prof, Member, C.A. Hudson Bey, 58.800%  
2 - Rose Marhevka, Amat, Member, Good Will, 51.700%  
 
Class: 17.31 Third Level, Test 1  
Judge:Karen Hunschberger r 
1 - Ashley Warner, Amat, Member, Kanook, 62.051% Q 
2 - Rachel Jelen, Prof, Member, Phantom Jet Jink, 51.282%  
 
Class: 17.33 Third Level, Test 3  
Judge:Karen Hunschberger r 
1 - Ashley Warner, Amat, Member, Kanook, 60.698% Q 
 
Class: 17.4 Prix St Georges  
Judge:Karen Hunschberger r 
1 - Lisa Gorretta, Amat, Member, Indy, 61.842% Q 
 
Class: 20.1 Dressage Seat Equitation Amateur  
Judge:Amy Rothe-Heitter L 
1 - Peggi Ignagni, Amat, Member, Zips Fleur de Lys, 80%  
 
Class: 20.2 Dressage Seat Equitation Junior  
Judge:Amy Rothe-Heitter L 
1 - Rebecca Kirk, Jr, Member, Oreo Blizzard, 74%  
 



Class: 23 Lead Line Exhibition  
Judge:Chris Goodall 
 - Brigette McGowan, Jr, Bella, 72%  
 - Jonathan Moody, Jr, Member, Mary Rose (M͚re), 67%  
 - Noelle Ignagni, Jr, Zips Fleur de Lys, 66%  
 - Emerson Padgett, Jr, Willie, 65%  
 - Oksana Novotny, Jr, Zips Fleur de Lys, 64%  
 - Lauren Cifranic, Jr, Wilameena, 56%  
 
The Championship show (Oct. 17) is open only to non-
professional Junior and Adult NODA members. Riders must be 
members of NODA before their qualifying ride. Riders must earn 
two qualifying scores of 60% or higher (Intro ς First Level) or 
58% and higher (Second and above), from 2 different judges. 
What a wonderfully full show and nice weather!  We had rides 
with 4 year olds on lead line immediately followed by a Prix St. 
Georges!  This show had 74 entries ς the highest in the last 4 
years.  We had 3 rides wait listed who did not get in, so get your 

entries mailed early the rest of the 
season.  Also remember to send in 
that pesky signature page (page 2 
of the entry form)! 
 
NOTE:  A riding helmet was left of 
one of the picnic tables; call Rocky 
River Stables (216 267-2525), 
 
IǳƎŜ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΩǎ to: Margaret 
McElhany (Rocky River Stables and 
Valley Riding); Mary Lou Gallagher; 
Judges Karen Hunschberger, Amy 
Rothe-Heitter, and Chris Goodall; 
Volunteers  Renee Alexander, 
Tamara Alibeckoff, Lisa Cardinale, 
Anne Demanelis, Sharon Gates, 
Darlene Grygier, Matthew Grygier, 
Cynthia Hagan, Peggi Ignagni, 
Noelle Ignagni, Allison Johnson, 

5Ŝŀƴƴŀ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ YƛǊƻŦŦΣ IŀƭƭƛŜ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΣ !Ƴȅ tŀƧŎƛŎΣ 
Susan Slotnick, Jan Thompson, Brenda Trautman, Jana 
Tuckerman, Lauren Van Lehn, Jill Voight.  Special thanks to those 
volunteers who multi-tasked and to Renee for being there at the 
crack of dawn! 
 
And thank you to all the competitors - we look forward to seeing 
everyone again!  
 
Creed Woodka Photography took lots of photos!  She will have 
the photos on line by the end of the week at 
www.CreedWoodkaPhotography.com/
NODARockyRiver.  Contact Creed directly (info on her web site) 
to order prints. 
 
 - Kimberly Moody, Show Manager & Fran Cverna, Show 
Secretary  

HAY! ð do you want to earn 

NODA Bucks?   
 

I need volunteers  to help me at 

the NODA ð Grand Haven Event 

on July 24 and 25  !! 
 

Used books  and donations  are 

also needed.   
 

Contact Lisa at 330-527-0638 

Or SilentAuction@nodarider.org 

 at 330-527-7836 or 

silentauction@nodarider.org  

http://www.CreedWoodkaPhotography.com/NODARockyRiver
http://www.CreedWoodkaPhotography.com/NODARockyRiver
http://www.valleyriding.org/
mailto:silentauction@nodarider.org
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Advertising rates: 
 

   Full Page (7.5 x 10):   $75.00      $375.00  
   Half Page (5 x 7.5):   $40.00      $200.00 
   Quarter Page (3.75 x 5):   $20.00       $100.00 
   Business Card (3.75 x 2):  $15.00       $75.00 

http://www.equestrianreiki.com/
http://www.thecrosswindsfarm.com/
http://www.xhalteqcenter.com/
http://www.shadowfacsfarm.com/
http://www.northcrestequestrian.com/
mailto:cbridlewood@aol.com
http://www.transitionsdressage.com/


ñW 
ƘŜƴ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ YƴƻŎƪǎέ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƻƭŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ 
the basic idea behind it is to not let chances to 
improve pass you by.  In November of 2009, an 

opportunity of a lifetime was presented to me and I certainly 
could not let it pass me by. 
 
My good friend, and fellow dressage professional, Chrissa Hoff-
Ƴŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƭƛƴƛŎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ όƛŦ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ 
very best!) top riders, Steffen Peters.  When she called to let me 
know I had a slot in the clinic, I had to pinch myself.   
 
Steffen Peters is one of our countries most decorated riders. He 
is a three time Olympian whose accomplishments include a 
bronze team medal at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics. Steffen was 
born in Germany, and has been riding since he was child. In 1984 
he was invited to work in a barn in San Diego. He then moved 
permanently to the United States in 1985 and became a citizen 
in 1992. Four years later he represented his adopted country in 
the Atlanta Games. With his sensational horse Ravel, he was our 
leading rider at the 2008 Olympic Games in Hong Kong, placing 
fourth by the slimmest of margins. One of his greatest and most 
recent competitive accomplishments was his clean sweep at the 
2009 World Equestrian Festival-CHIO Aachen.  Steffen and Ravel 
won not only 
the Grand 
Prix, but also 
the Special 
and the Free-
style. 
 
It was hard to 
believe that 
someone of 
Steffens cali-
ber would 
have a spare 
second to do 
a clinic in Ken-
tucky!  How-
ever, he 
seemed just 
as enthusias-
tic as we 
were that he was there to help us with our horses. 
 
I was very fortunate that my client, Christine Thompson, gra-
Ŏƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƘŜǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ IŀƴƻǾŜǊƛŀƴ ƎŜƭŘƛƴƎΣ άCƻǊǘƛǎǎƛƳƻέ ǘƻ 
ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƴƛŎΦ  άCǊƛǘȊέ ƛǎ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ L 
was elated to have Steffens insight and advice on my training 
program for this young horse. 
 
Christine, her husband Paul and I made the almost 7 hour drive 
to Louisville, Kentucky where the clinic was being held.  Fritz 
traveled well and settled right into Chrissa's lovely farm.   

 
There were a total of 5 professionals that were riding in 
ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƴƛŎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǎŀΩǎ ¸ƻǳƴƎ wƛŘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΦ  ¢ŀƳƛ 
Crawford made the trip from Tennessee, while I, Becky 

Knollman and Karri McFadden had a much shorter trip from 
Ohio.  
 
I think I can speak for everyone there when I say we were all a 
little star struck when we saw Steffen pull up the drive of the 
farm.  However, he was quick to make us feel very comfortable 
greeting us with his friendly smile and getting to know all of us. 
The horses that were being ridden in the clinic ranged from 
young prospects (Fritz) to seasoned FEI horses.  It was a great 
group of horses and riders as each pair was working at a differ-
Ŝƴǘ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ  ¢ŀƳƛΩǎ ƘƻǊǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ C9L с 
year old test, while Geena was working on mastering the FEI 
Young Rider tests.  Becky had her lovely young stallion and she 
was focusing on keeping him in front of her leg and not thinking 
about his boyish behavior! 
 
A pair that I enjoyed watching most was Chrissa and one of her 
horses in training, Dante.  He was working confidently at the Prix 
St Georges level, but Chrissa was trying to find a better way to 
train the piaffe and passage with this sensitive horse.  Dante was 
very responsive to work in hand and especially if someone was 
helping Chrissa from the ground.  However, he was almost too 
responsive, often running from the whip or getting too quick in 

the tempo and out of 
rhythm.  Steffen had a 
fantastic solution to 
this problem; a bam-
boo pole wrapped in 
duct tape.  We were a 
bit skeptical as to how 
he was going to use 
this and of course, 
what Dante was going 
to do.   Steffen kept the 
objective very simple; 
Dante had to find his 
own rhythm and tempo 
to better understand 
the passage.  He had 
Chrissa trot slowly 
around the perimeter 
of the ring (we moved 
to the indoor for this 

lesson, he wanted the solid wall).  As she trotted around, he had 
her continually collect the steps.  Steffen jogged right next to 
Dantes shoulder, holding the bamboo pole parallel to the 
ƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ŀƴƪƭŜΦ  !ǎ 5ŀƴǘŜ ǘǊƻǘǘŜŘΣ {ǘŜŦŦŜƴ 
ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Ƙƛǘ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 5ŀƴǘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ άōǳƳǇέ 
into the pole himself.  In anticipation of bumping the pole, he 
would take a slightly slower, more elevated step with his front 
leg.  Because he is so sensitive to the whip, Chrissa would help 
Dante in the hind leg with her whip while Steffen helped in the 
front.  Soon, Dante was doing a lovely passage around the in-
door.  What was so great about it was that he looked comfort-

Clinic with Steffen Peters  
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Steffen and Ravel at Aachen  


