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2010 NODA  
Executive Board 

 

President 
Dee Liebenthal 
330-562-8455 

president@nodarider.org 
 

Vice President  
Kimberly Moody 
330-678-2323 

vp@nodarider.org 
 

Treasurer 
Jennifer Kick 

treasurer@nodarider.org 
 

Secretary 
Mary Jo Keptner  
330-325-9082 

secretary@nodarider.org 
 

Parliamentarian  
Dale Lappert 
330-527-4683 

parliamentarian@nodarider.org  
 

Correspondence Secretary & Handbook 
Rosemary Rufo 
330-527-7836 

correspondence@nodarider.org 
 
 

Newsletter Team 
Editor 

Niki Sackman 
editor@nodarider.org 

 
JR/YR Page 
Clara Etzel 

terihetzel@yahoo.com 
 

Printer 
EXCEL Printing 

sheila@excelgraph.com 

Greetings 
from the 
President 

 

D 
ear NODA 
Members, 
 

Another month has come and gone in the 
blink of an eye.  The snow has turned to 
rain and mud and our horses are loving a 
good roll in the delicious brown stuff. 
 
We had another record turnout for the 
monthly board meeting on March 8th at 
the Paddock Saddlery.  We welcomed new 
member Rob Ellins who has joined Lora 
Szloh and the committee to get our his-
tory digitized.  It was nice to see another 
new face along with the regulars. 
 
Mark your calendars and save May 14th 
for a date with Charles.  Charles de Kunffy 
will be in Aurora March 14th through the 
16th for a mounted clinic at Topline sta-
bles.  Janeen Langowski-Grava has  agreed 
to let NODA "borrow" Charles for three 
hours of lecture and demonstration, and 
NODA is lucky to be able to hire this re-
markable clinician for a half a day.  What a 
terrific opportunity!  The demonstration 
and lecture will be on lungeing the horse 
and lungeing the horse and rider.  Our 
education committee has worked hard to 
get this put together quickly, and we are 
excited to offer this educational event at a 
very reasonable price.  We are also able to 
offer USDF continuing education credit.  
Please look for details in our monthly 
newsletter and also on the website.  If this 
works well, NODA could be looking for 
other similar opportunities at other ven-
ues in the area.   Please plan on joining us 
for this wonderful and rare opportunity. 
 
Attention NODA Professionals!  NODA is 
working hard on a new award just for you 
beginning this year.  We want to reward 
your hard work with your  students and 
your support of NODA Schooling Shows.  
Watch for the details coming soon.  If you 
are a professional you could be the 2010 
"NODA Professional Of The Year".  Think 
how nice that would look on your website.   
We will be soliciting comments from you 
on this new annual award. 

Dee and Bailey 

2010 Committees 
Awards Committee 
Chair: 
Janeen Langowski:  440-666-6182 
 yearendawards@nodarider.org 
 
Year-End Banquet 
Chair: Carol Cassano  
             banquet@nodarider.org 
 
Communications Committee 
Newsletter Editor 
Niki Sackman: 440-235-1553 
 editor@nodarider.org 
 
Webmaster 
Linda Cooley: 440-564-8118 
 webmaster@nodarider.org 
 
Competitions Committee 
**Recognized Show** 
Chair: 
Kimberly Moody: 330-678-2323 
 rs-chair@nodarider.org  
 
Manager: 
Robyn Ambrose: 440-858-2164 
 rs-manager@nodarider.org 
 
Show Secretary: 
Mary Lou Gallagher: 216-251-7469 
 rs-secretary@nodarider.org 
 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Karen Eisenhauer: 330-220-4705  
 rs-vol-coord@nodarider.org 
 
Sponsors/Advertising 
Suzanne Carlton: 216-554-6748  

&  
Judy Cageao-Catania 
 sponsors@nodarider.org  
 
Silent Auction 
Lisa Cardinale 330-527-0683 
 silentauction@nodarider.org 
 
Historical Committee 
Mary Dana Prescott: 440-256-8858 
 
Gail Patton: 440-442-5256 
 
External Relations 
Lisa Gorretta: 440-543-8682 
 ext-relations@nodarider.org 
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Advertisers 
 

Bridlewood Dressage Farm 
 

Bristolwood Farm 
 

Cross Winds Farm 
 

Cuyahoga Forge 
 

Equestrian Reiki 
 

Equine Sports Massage Therapy by 
Mosie Welch 

  
Grand Prix Farm 

 
Katherine Poulin 

 
North Crest Equestrian Center 

 
Paddock Saddlery 

 
Rivendel Farm 

 
Rimfire Stables 

 
Saddles 101 

 
Satin Ride Equestrian Center 

 
Shadowfacs Farm  

 
The Visiting Vet 

 
Topline Stables 

 
Valley Riding 

 
Xhalt Equestrian Center 

 
NODA is "Going Green!"   We will be join-
ing many other GMOs in an effort to save 
trees and money by distributing our news-
letter through e-mail.  We will parallel for 
a few months to ease folks into the transi-
tion, and those who do not have e-mail or 
high speed connections will still get the 
mailed copy.  Look for more information in 
this issue of the NODA News. 
 
Please remember that if you have any-
thing you wish to say to the board about 
any of NODA's plans or programs, compli-
ments or complaints, please contact our 
member liaison, Kathy Kirchner.  We wel-
come your input. 
 
WELCOME SPRING!!! 
 

Sincerely,  
Dee Liebenthal 

NODA President  

 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 
Grace Boccia, Rachel Bracker, Shelly Bra-
gan, Sarah Campbell, Katherine Delorean, 
Georgia Demorest, Amanda Dempsey, 
Robert Ellins, Sarah Frank, Colleen Grant, 
Marlene Heinen, Amanda Kelley, Michelle 
Lackey, Tessa Markusic, Crissteen Miller, 
Katie Mitterholzer, Samuel Moody, Jona-
thon Moody, Donna Peters, Irene Pietran-
tozzi, Elizabeth Shaw, Heather Soones-
Booher, Naomi Stimburys, Ruth Stimburys, 
Richard Tyner, Taya Workum-Byers, and 
Konnie Wendt 
 
 

SPRING REMINDER 
 
MEMBERS!  Get those dues in soon so 
your newsletters and Connection Maga-
zines keep coming.  You will also want 
your discounts as you begin Showing sea-
son. 

2010 Committees 
 
**Schooling Shows** 
Manager/Co-Chair:   
Kimberly Moody: 330-678-2323 
 schoolingshow@nodarider.org 

& 
Mikki Pietrantozzi 
  SS-CoChair@nodarider.org  
Show Secretary 
Fran Cverna: 440-834-1774 
 SS-Secretary@nodarider.org 
 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Gail Patton: 440-442-5256 
 
Educational Programs 
Co-chairs: 
Marcia Doyle: 330-562-8456  
 Marcia-Edu@nodarider.org  

& 
Berni Moauro  
 Berni-Edu@nodarider.org  
 
 Membership Committee 
Chair:  Alice Brightup: 440-349-0284 
 membership@nodarider.org 
 
Junior & Young Rider Liaison 
Cassandra Hummert-Johnson:   
216-926-8789          jr-yr@nodarider.org 
 
Member Liaison 
Kathy Kirchner: 330-995-6010 
 MemberRep@nodarider.org 
    
Professional Liaison 
Mary Dana Prescott: 440-256-8858 
 
bh5!Ωǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ 
and opinions regarding NODA activities, 
shows and policies. Please include your 
name and phone number so we can 
answer your questions and concerns 
promptly.   Please contact Member  
Liaison Kathy Kirchner at 330-995-6010 or 
via email at memberrep@nodarider.org. 
 
Monthly board meetings are held the 
second Monday of each month at the 
Paddock Saddlery in Chagrin Falls from 7 
to 9 pm.  Members are welcome to 
attend.  See monthly calendar for details 
as on occasion the location of the meeting 
may change. 
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I  
ǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ 
just one month our 
schooling show season will 

begin!   Starting in December 
of last year, the schooling show 
team was hard at work updat-
ing the prize list with necessary 
changes and additions based 
on feedback provided by com-
petitors and members through-
out the 2009 show season.  
With a few production and 
layout bumps along the way, 
the prize list was finally com-
pleted and sent at the end of 
February and the beginning of 
March.   
 
In the March edition of the 
NODA news and in the prize 
list, all members were invited 
ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άCƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘŀƴƎŜǎέ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘ ƛƴ 
your list of at least 12 changes, 
or more,  for this year.  It is 
important that you read the 
prize list carefully, whether you 
are a competitor, groom, or 
trainer, so that you are aware 
of all of the changes.  If you 
have any questions or are un-
ǎǳǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǊǳƭŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
hesitate to contact  me 
(schooling show manager) or 
Fran Cverna (schooling show 
secretary) to help direct you 
before entering the show.   
 
You will also notice that 
bh5!Ωǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŜƴŘ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ǇǊƻπ
gram is included as part of the 
prize list. While the awards 
program is not handled by the 
schooling show manager or 
secretary, we wanted everyone 
to know just what they could 
use their scores for at the con-
clusion of the show year.   If 
you do have any questions 
about any of the year end 
awards, please contact Janeen 
Langowski - Grava, Awards 
Committee Chair and Year End 
Point tabulator. 
 

Because there is so much infor-
mation in that small prize list, I 
wanted to take the time to 
highlight some of the major 
changes and/or additions you 
will find this year: 
 
Entry Form:  This year our en-
try form has two sides.  The 
front of the entry form has 
remained unchanged, how-
ever, on the reverse is a re-
lease form that must be signed 
by every competitor and any-
one that may be mounted on 
your horse at the show.  This 
means that you will be signing 
on the front and on the back.  
Unfortunately, that was one of 
the production bumps and 
most of the prize lists contain 
an entry form with only one 
side.  Please visit the website 
to obtain one that has both 
sides.  If you submit an entry 
form without signing the back, 
you will need to do so in the 
show office when you pick up 
your number. 
 
Specialty Classes:  Team Com-
petitions (complete informa-
tion found on page 4 of the 
prize list) will now be offered at 
every show.  In order for the 
class to be held we must have a 
minimum of 3 teams entered.  
So, round up your team and 
get ready to show some team 
spirit! When sending in your 
entry form, please enclose a 
separate check for the team 
fee.  In the event the class is 
not held, due to lack of entries, 
your check will be returned the 
day of the show. 
 
Lead Line Exhibition (complete 
information found on page 4 of 
the prize list and test found on 
page 15) was such a positive 
experience for our budding 
dressage riders that you asked 
for another location to be 
added.  We listened!  This year 

we will offer the lead line at 
Rocky River in May and at 
Crosswinds in August.  The pat-
tern of the test is the same, 
however, note that the letters 
will be changed so they are 
representative of the small 
dressage arena.  There is no 
office fee required for lead line 
riders. 
 
NODA Schooling Show Rules:  
Class Restrictions: For Intro 
Rider classes 1 and 2 (complete 
information found on page 6 of 
the prize list) a new addition 
this year is that a rider will 
need to earn 4 blue ribbons 
with a 60% or better before 
being required to move up to 
Training. For Novice Rider 
classes 5 ς 8 (complete infor-
mation found on page 7 of the 
prize list) a new addition this 
year is that a rider will need to 
earn 4 blue ribbons with a 60% 
or better before being required 
to move up to Open Training or 
above.  Ring Restrictions: For 
all classes (complete informa-
tion found on page 7 of the 
prize list) all mounted riders 
must have a signed release or 
entry form. 
 
Championship Show Rules:  
Attire rule (Number 13 on page 
13) now states that formal at-
tire and braiding are requested 
but not required. 
 
Awards Program:  Recognized 
ς The Jane Gray Trophy 
(complete information found 
on page 17 of the prize list) 
criteria has been changed to 
Second Level or above.  
 
Unrecognized and Recognized 
ς The Gretchen Singleton Vin-
tage Award (complete informa-
tion found on page 17 of the 
prize list) is a new award in 
honor and memory of 
Gretchen Singleton.  
 
Unrecognized ς At least one 
score from a NODA schooling 
show must be submitted for 

every unrecognized division or 
award (complete information 
found on page 18 of the prize 
list). In all cases, eligibility shall 
be dependent upon meeting 
the requirements of NODA 
schooling show class restric-
tions (rule number 5 in the 
prize list).   
 
Other ς A new scholarship 
award has been added for 
Events/mini-trials 
(unrecognized). Complete in-
formation regarding criteria 
can be found on page 19 of the 
prize list. 
 
Achievement Certificates 
Scores submitted must be 60% 
or higher (complete informa-
tion found on page 20 of the 
prize list). 
 
Remember to check the web-
site and newsletter for any 
announcements of new awards 
or important information 
throughout the show year.  
Also, get your volunteer hours 
in early!  Not only do you need 
4 NODA bucks for yearend 
awards but you can use those 
to defray the cost of NODA 
events. We need many volun-
teers at all of our shows to 
make them successful. How-
ever, if you wait until the last 
show to volunteer, there may 
not be any volunteer spots left 
and you will be in danger of not 
earning those 4 
NODA bucks needed for the 
year end awards. 
 
I look forward to cheering you 
all on this year ς good luck to 
everyone and have fun! When 
you stop in the show office, 
make sure to meet the newest 
members to the schooling 
show team that will help make 
each show a success:  Mikki 
Pietrantozzi co-chair of the 
Schooling Show Committee 
and Chris Leja co-manager of 
the shows 

2010 Schooling Show updates! 
By Kimberly Moody  
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 Northern Ohio Dressage Association (NODA) ï 2010 Schooling Show Entry Form 
 

Riderôs Name: ____________________________Birth Date__________________ 
 
Horseôs Name: ___________________________________________________ 

(One Horse/Rider combination per Entry Form) 
 
Show Location: ____________________________________ Show Date: 

_______________________ 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
Postmarked _______________ 

Check# _______________ 
Amount _______________ 

Circle one: Junior   Amateur (18 and above as of Dec 1 of Previous Year)  Professional 
Circle one: Negative Coggins enclosed   Negative Coggins previously sent 

Check 
Class(es)  
Entered 

Test NODA  
member 

Fee 

Non-member 
Fee 

Amount  
Enclosed 

 1. USDF Introductory Test A (Rider) $15.00 $23.00  

 2. USDF Introductory Test B (Rider) $15.00 $23.00  

 3. USDF Introductory Test A (Horse) $15.00 $23.00  

 4. USDF Introductory Test B (Horse) $15.00 $23.00  

 5.  Training Level, Test 1 Novice Rider $20.00 $28.00  

 6.  Training Level, Test 2 Novice Rider $20.00 $28.00  

 7.  Training Level, Test 3 Novice Rider $20.00 $28.00  

 8.  Training Level, Test 4 Novice Rider $20.00 $28.00  

 9. Training Level, Test 1 Open $20.00 $28.00  

 10. Training Level, Test 2 Open $20.00 $28.00  

 11. Training Level, Test 3 Open $20.00 $28.00  

 12. Training Level, Test 4 Open $20.00 $28.00  

 13. First Level, Test 1 $20.00 $28.00  

 14. First Level, Test 2 $20.00 $28.00  

 15. First Level, Test 3 $20.00 $28.00  

 16. First Level, Test 4 $20.00 $28.00  

 17. Second Level & Above (Specify Level & Test                                               ) $20.00 $28.00  

 18. USEA Test of Choice (Specify Level & Test                                                  ) $20.00 $28.00  

 19. Walk-Trot Equitation $10.00 $18.00  

 20. Dressage Seat Equitation $10.00 $18.00  

 21A Musical Freestyle (Specify Level                                                                  ) $20.00 $28.00  

 21B. Prix Caprilli 9/12, and 8/15 (Specify Test                                                    ) $20.00 $28.00  

 21C. Quadrille or Pas De Deux July 11 and October 16 only $10.00 $18.00  

 21D. Lead Line May 30  and October 16 Only $5.00 $5.00  

 Team Competition  Every Show (Test and Team Name:                                            )  $5.00 $5.00  

 Office fee $6.00 $6.00 $6.00 

 Total Enclosed (Make Check Payable to NODA)    

Neither NODA, the host stable, nor the show committee shall be responsible for any damage, injury, or loss to persons, horses, or 
property of exhibitors or spectators.  Please read and sign back of entry form! 

 
Riderôs Signature (REQUIRED) ________________________ Ownerôs Signature (REQUIRED) _______________________ 
 
Parent/guardian Signature (REQUIRED if JUNIOR) ____________________ Riderôs e-mail: _________________________ 
 
Riderôs Address (REQUIRED) _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone (Day): ____________________________ Phone (Evening) (REQUIRED) ______________________________ 
 
Trailering with: _______________________ Travel time________________ Trainer: ___________________________ 

 
Stabling: Call the host stables for availability and arrangements for stalls. Do not include stall fees with entry form. 
Blue Moon, May 2 (limited) - 216-509-5109         Grand Haven, July 11 -  440-858-2164     Chagrin Valley Farm, October 16 & 17th -  (440) 543-7233 
Rocky River, May 30 & Sept. 12, (limited) - 216-267-2525    Cross Winds, August 15 (limited) - 440-543-5698   

Photographer:  To arrange coverage of your ride please 

contact the photographer directly. 

Creed Woodka - 216-577-2486 (5/30, 8/15) 

Jeff & Jackie Cook - 330-334-4446 (7/11, 9/12, 10/9) 

Make check payable to NODA and send with entry form to: 
Fran Cverna  (440)834-1774 
12212 Snow Road ss-secretary@nodarider.org 
Burton OH 44021 

To volunteer for this show email schoolingshow@nodarider.org or call Gail Patton at 440-442-5256 

mailto:schoolingshow@nodarider.org
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UNDER OHIO LAW, AN EQUINE  

ACTIVITY OWNER/OPERATOR IS NOT  

LIABLE FOR ANY  

INJURY OR DEATH OF A  

PARTICIPANT IN EQUINE  

ACTIVITIES RESULTING FROM THE  

INHERENT RISK OF EQUINE ACTIVITIES PURSUANT 

TO HOUSE BILL 564. 

 
Anyone riding a horse in competition or on the show grounds must sign this release acknowl-

edging having read the above House Bill 564 and  that neither NODA, the host stable, nor the 

show committee shall be responsible for any damage, injury, or loss to persons, horses, or 

property of exhibitors or spectators. 

 
I agree that as a condition of an in consideration of acceptance of entry, the competition 

(NODA) may use or assign photographs, videos, audios, cablecasts, or other likenesses of me 

and my horse taken during the course of the competition for the promotion, coverage, or  

benefit of the competition, sport, or NODA.  Those likenesses shall not be used to advertise a 

product and they may not be used in such a way as to jeopardize amateur status.  I hereby  

expressly and irrevocably waive and release any rights in connection with such use, including 

and claim to compensation, invasion of privacy, right of publicity, or to misappropriation. 
 

               
Signature of mounted rider (trainer, groom, owner, competitor, etc) 

 

               
Signature of mounted rider (trainer, groom, owner, competitor, etc) 

 
               
Signature of mounted rider (trainer, groom, owner, competitor, etc) 

 

               
Signature of mounted rider (trainer, groom, owner, competitor, etc) 
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I  
 grew up on a family farm 
in northeast Ohio. From 
our home, my dad ran a 

public carriage service, taking 
couples and children alike on 
lovely scenic carriage rides 
through the Cuyahoga Valley 
National Park. Our horses were 
unique however, ones that not 

many had seen or heard of. We 
raised Norwegian Fjord Ponies. 
These fluffy, teddy bear-like 

ponies are known for 
their hardiness as well 
as friendly character. 
Based on these traits, 
we decided to focus 
on this wonderful 
breed, and became 
one of few primary 
NFHR recognized 
owners in the Unites 
States.  
 
One particular pony 
has played a signifi-
cant part in my young 
ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΦ ά¢ƘƻǊέ 
was a little wild. 
Standing at 13.2 hh, 

his stature was not one of 
height, but one of power with 
his broad chest and stocky 
build. His coat was a glossy 
shade of dun with distinct 
άȊŜōǊŀ ǎǘǊƛǇŜǎέ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ 
lower legs. With his petite ears 
and big brown eyes, he was the 
one I fell in love with as soon as 
I was able to ride. He had never 
been ridden at our farm, 
though he had been a work 
pony on the New Mexico ranch 
from where he came. Despite 
his wild side, I proudly tacked 
him up and led him into the 
paddock. As soon as I had 
mounted and taken up the 
reins and asked for a trot, he 
took off at a gallop, leaving me 
in the dirt as he cunningly 

sauntered away up the hill. I 
was heartbroken, but my will 
had not diminished, and over 
the summer, I worked hard to 
establish a partnership with 
him. Soon, we were jumping on 
our homemade cross-country 
course, galloping through the 
fields bareback, and trail blaz-
ing through the Metro Parks.  
 
He taught me a lot about rid-
ing: how to have a powerful 
seat and a quiet hand, and how 
to anticipate what he would do 
next. Because of his age and 
limitations, I began to focus 
solely on dressage, absorbing 
information from various re-
sources such as Dressage Daily 
and Centered Riding by Sally 
Swift. We worked on not racing 
into the canter transition, and 
not scurrying around in the 
trot. Balance and cadence were 
challenges, but over time, the 
ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ άŎƭƛŎƪέΦ Lƴ 

Jeni Hren Gaffney, DVM 
 

Endia Peckham, DVM 
 

Jessamyn  Kennedy, DVM 
 

Konnie Wendt, DVM, DACT  
 

ñThe Visiting Vetò 
 

AN EQUINE AND SMALL ANIMAL PRACTICE.  

Routine Small Animal Home Care 

Small animal surgery by appointment  

Radiology 

Ultrasound 

Portable Digital Radiography 

Equine Dentistry 

Equine Lameness Evaluation, Treatment, & Maintenance 

Equine Reproduction by Boarded Specialist 

Equine Emergency Care 

 

330-665-5915  

Thor, the Wonder Pony 
By Cassandra Hummert-Johnson  

http://www.equestrianpursuits.com/
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the fall of 2005 we hooked up 
our (small) two horse Trail-et 
and headed to 
Chagrin Valley 
CŀǊƳΩǎ ōƛŀƴπ
nual schooling 
dressage 
show. Ready 
to go in my 
ƳƻƳΩǎ ƻƭŘ 
gray hunt coat, 
beige breeches 
and half chaps, 
I proudly rode 
into the ring 
on my 13.2 
hand pony and 
proceeded to 
ride training 
level test 4, 
from memory. 
It was an okay 
test and while Thor had some 
doubts about the big window 
behind the judge, the move-
ments were all executed and 
there were no mistakes. I left 
the ring beaming and patting 
my furry pony, and was con-
vinced we had won the class. 
Twenty minutes later I found 
out we had not won; however 

we had placed 6th in a fairly 
large class. To me this was as 

good as winning, and as we 
trailered back home I thought 
about where I would  
I hang that green ribbon.  
 
That green ribbon still hangs 
ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴπ
ship ones. To me it shares 
equal importance to anything I 
have won since. Thor, the 

Wonder Pony, is currently 32 
years old and resides on our 

farm in Northfield, 
Ohio. He is as 
spritely and spunky 
as ever with his big 
attitude, and still 
enjoys the occa-
sional ride in the 
summer and drive 
in the winter, as he 
did 5 years ago. His 
health is excellent, 
and his coat still 
returns to its glossy 
sheen in the sum-
mers. He has 
taught many how 
to drive a sleigh or 
carriage, as well as 
give a ride to a 
child. Thor is a 

truly amazing animal, one with 
whom my relationship is 
stronger than any 
other horse I have 
ridden or owned.  
 
Without Thor, I 
would not know the 
emergency dis-
mount, or the con-
ŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ άƘŜŀǾȅ 
ƘƻǊǎŜέΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
forget trying to fig-
ure out a show 
name, and coming 
up with Mucha 
ά¢IhwέƛǘȅΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ 
the experiences 
with Thor, I imagine 
I would not be at 
the level I am at 
today, and I am very 
blessed to still have 

a healthy pony as well as new 
competition horses to further 
my learning and riding ability. I 
can only hope that he lives out 
the rest of his life with the 
same spunky attitude and good 
health on our farm. 
 
So Thank You Thor, the Won-
der Pony, for everything. 
 
Cassandra is a junior at West-
ern Reserve Academy in Hud-
son, OH.  She began riding 
dressage on the Norwegian 
CƧƻǊŘ ǇƻƴƛŜǎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ 
farm, and in addition to riding 
Thor at schooling shows, she 
competes at 1st and 2nd levels 
with her warmblood gelding, 
and at 3rd and 4th levels riding 
[ŀǳǊŀ IŜŀŘƭŜȅΩǎ {ǿŜŘƛǎƘ 
Warmblood gelding, Rampal.   
 

XHALT EQUESTRIAN CENTER INC.  

14479 SOUTH ISLAND RD 

EATON TWP., OHIO 44028 

WEB SITE WWW.XHALTEQCENTER.COM  

440-748-7502     216-299-3069 

HORSE BOARDING  LIPIZZAN BREEDER  

 

http://www.xhalteqcenter.com/
http://www.northcrestequestrian.com/
http://www.thecrosswindsfarm.com/
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Professional Grants Available 

For NODA Equine Professionals 
 

This fund is to help further the professional horsepersonôs 

education at  Seminars, USEF or USDF Events / Programs / 

Functions (excludes riding clinics). 

 

HOW TO APPLY :  Write and mail letter to the NODA 

Board  

c/o Mary Dana Prescott and outline why you should receive a 

Grant.  Explain what the education function is and where it is 

to be held.  State how you will share what you have learned 

with NODA and its members (lecture, clinic, article),  provide 

full cost of function.  Questions?  Call Mary Dana at 440-256-

8858 

 

GRANT $$ AVAILABLE :     

50% Cost of Event Reimbursable (Up to $200 max) 

 

Membership Requirements: You must be a ñprofessionalò 

horseperson as defined in the USEF rule book AND You must 

be a member in good standing with NODA   

 

Mail Letter to:  

Mary Dana Prescott Cloverfield 

9445 Metcalf Rd. 

Willoughby, OH  44094 

http://www.topline-stables.com/
http://www.valleyriding.org/
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The Satin Ride Equestrian Center in Novelty, Oh is an 
educational and training center that offers education in 

preparation and starting of horses under saddle, retraining 
of mature horse, addressing and solving problem and 
behavioral issues. The training ultimately results in 

confidence, willingness and trust between horse and rider. 
Contact Kim for training details and rates.  

Openings available.  
 

Phone:  216 401 1481 
Email: kimseng117@yahoo.com 

http://www.grandprixfarm.com/
http://www.saddles101.com/
mailto:cbridlewood@aol.com
mailto:dgolightley@gmail.com
mailto:kimseng117@yahoo.com
http://www.equestrianreiki.com/
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I  
 was privileged to attend 
the CDI5* Wellington. This 
competition was put on by 

EXQUIS, Moorland, Equestrian 
Sport Productions and several 
other major sponsors which 
brought in some of the top 
riders in the world. My mother, 
her friend, and I arrived to the 
West Palm Beach Airport late 
Tuesday evening after a long 
day of canceled flights and fog 
advisories. I can't describe how 
good it felt to leave a 20 de-
gree snowstorm and arrive to 
the beautiful mid-70s of West 
Palm Beach. We all went to 
bed early that night. We 
wanted to get to the show 
grounds as early as possible the 
next morning, so we wouldn't 
miss a bit of the action! 

We pulled into the grounds at 
about 7am and were, surpris-
ingly, about the only dressage 
riders there. We were sur-
rounded by a sea of absolutely 
stunning jumpers schooling 
before their classes began, 
each one of them so perfectly 
turned out. It was very inter-
esting watching a schooling 
ring full of jumpers versus what 
I am so used to watching. We 
walked the rows and rows of 
vendors until we couldn't take 
it anymore and had to grab our 
purses from the car! There is 
everything you could possibly 
need on the grounds from the 
top saddle makers to custom 
boot and Italian jacket design-
ers. We were all in shopping 
heaven! 

We headed back towards the 
main arena to watch the riders, 
who were allowed to school 
their horses in and around the 
competition ring the morning 

before the Grand Prix. The first 
rider that entered was Can-
ada's Belinda Trussell on her 
fabulous 10 year old Oldenburg 
gelding Anton. This pair was a 
pleasure to start the morning 
off with. She is a very soft rider 
and all of their exercises looked 
quite effortless. Canada's 
newly named team coach 
Robert Dover was there super-
vising all of the Canadian rid-
ŜǊǎΩ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ bŜȄǘ 
into the arena was Elizabeth 
Austin on her wonderful Dutch 
stallion Olivier, and Michael 
Barisone soon followed. One 
after another some of the top 
riders in the world entered the 
arena to familiarize their 
horses with the compe-
tition setting. 

On the sidelines, Anne 
Gribbons, Lars Petersen, 
Kyra Kurkland, and many 
others were there to 
assist the riders they 
were with. Wolfram 
Wittig was there assist-
ing Isabell Werth with 
the incredibly elastic 
Satchmo, and Sjef Janssen was 
there with Anky van Grunsven 
and fellow Dutch riders Christa 
Laarakkers and Aat van Essen. 
All the competitors seemed to 
have successful schooling ses-
sions which ranged from a full 
workout to a simple walk on 
the buckle around the outside 
of the competition ring. It was 
interesting to see all of varia-
tions of training and what each 
rider expected out of each 
horse. All of the horses looked 
fit and happy which was won-
derful to see. The competition 
ring was closed at 11am to 
allow the ring crew to prep for 
the afternoon Grand Prix test. 

We watched a few more 
jumper classes and ate lunch, 
but headed back to the arena 
when we were notified that 
the start time was moved up 
from 5pm to 2pm. My mother 
became friends with the ring 
official who gave us the perfect 
position to watch everyone 
school. I was standing right 
next to the official schooling 
ring clock and mom and her 
friend Kelly had perfect seats 
on the rail. Ulla Salzgeber drew 
the first ride position (2pm) 
and entered the schooling ring 
at about 1:15pm. Her beautiful 
mare Wakana (Wolkentanz/
Weltmeyer) was quite a hand-

ful during the entire schooling 
session. Her half-passes and 
changes were top class though, 
and she showed some excep-
tional pirouette work. She was 
very concerned with the bridge 
full of spectators that she had 
to cross under to get in and out 
of the competition arena and 
was "assisted" in and out by 
fellow German rider Anja Plön-
zke. Ulla masterfully rode a 
successful GP scoring a 
69.362% ranking her 5th over-
all. 

Next to go was Canada's 
Belinda Trussell who had a fan-
tastic schooling session, but 

unfortunately lost some of the 
expression in their test and 
scored 65.404% (12th). US 
rider and youngest competitor 
in the World Masters, Elizabeth 
Austin performed one of her 
best GP rides to date, scoring a 
65.702% finishing in 9th place 
overall. The fourth rider on the 
roster, Anja Plönzke caused 
quite a stir when she entered 
the schooling ring on the abso-
lutely breathtaking Le Mont 
d'Or. She wore a very fashion-
able blue velvet shadbelly and 
looked so stunning just about 
everyone was staring at this 
pair. Her test was full of ex-
pression and quality and 
scored a 68.170% placing her 
behind Ulla Salzgeber in 6th 
place overall. US rider Leslie 
Morse and her Swedish stallion 
Tip Top 962 finished 13th on a 
score of 64.851%. Canadian 
Ashley Holzer and the ever 

successful Pop Art had 
a fantastic schooling 
session and test, fin-
ishing fourth overall 
on a great score of 
72.468%. The crowd 
was absolutely boom-
ing as she entered and 
left the competition 
arena, showing the 
high popularity of this 
horse and rider combi-
nation. Isabell Werth 

and Satchmo schooled under 
the watchful eye of Wolfram 
Wittig and looked great going 
into their GP. Unfortunately, 
there were several small mis-
takes keeping Isabell's score to 
a 72.553% and placing them in 
3rd, less than a tenth of a point 
above Ashley Holzer. The last 
to go before the break was 
Dutch rider Aat van Essen on 
the athletic Jazz gelding Pre-
mier. Sjef Janssen was ringside 
to help prepare this pair for 
their US debut. Unfortunately 
their walk work was plagued 
with difficulties which were 
reflected in their score of 
64.170% (14th). 

Clinic Report - 2010 World Dressage Masters 

EXQUIS CDI5* Wellington  

By: Fallon Walker 
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During the short break, the 
competition arena was refin-
ished and more riders began 
their test preparations. Danish 
rider Mikala Gundersen and 
Leonburg were ninth to go and 
rode a clean test to a score of 
65.532%, ranking this pair 
11th. US rider Pierre St. 
Jacques on his large Danish 
gelding Lucky Tiger showed 
many highlights during their 
schooling and in the GP, plac-
ing them 8th on a score 
66.213%. The second Dutch 
pair, Christa Laarakkers and 
Ovation, had some very nice 
moments, but also had some 
unfortunate mistakes in the 
accuracy of their test. This tal-
ented young pair, newly spon-
sored by one of my favorite 
tack shops in Holland, Divoza 
Horseworld, tied with Anja 
Plönzke on a score of 68.170% 
for sixth place. US rider Mi-
chael Barisone on his relatively 
new mount Olympus (owned 
by Dr. Nancy Binter) had sev-
eral mistakes and fell to the 
bottom of the pack on a score 
of 63.489%. Canada's Diane 
Creech on her 
beautiful young 
De Niro gelding 
Devon L placed 
15th with a 
score of 
64.085%. 

As the last 
three riders 
were set to 
enter the ring, the excitement 
in the schooling ring really 
stepped up a notch. Top Dutch 
rider Anky van Grunsven and 
US riders Steffen Peters and 
Tina Konyot were preparing 
their horses for the last three 
spots. Steffen Peters warmed 
up Ravel in his typical quiet, 
relaxed manner. There was 
never a bad moment during 
the entire schooling session. 
Ravel is such a wonderful 
horse; he looks like a total 
dream to sit on. As they un-

wrapped him and headed to-
wards the competition arena, 
we followed them to the ring. I 
had been going back and forth 
and watching the rides on the 
jumbo screen visible from the 
schooling ring, but I really 
wanted to see the next two 
ǘŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ {ǘŜŦŦŜƴΩǎ ǊƛŘŜ 
was fantastic! The rhythm, re-
laxation, and concentration 
Ravel showed was exemplary. 
The crowd went crazy when 
they showed his final score of 
76.851% which took him into a 
safe lead. After his test, he 
walked Ravel on a loose rein 
towards the exit. Just as they 
walked past, Ravel stopped and 
scratched his nose on his knee 
like so many horses love to do. 
As he came up, Steffen realized 
that somehow he had stepped 
through his curb rein and it was 
stuck between his front legs! 
Before anything could happen, 
Steffen had dismounted and 
unbuckled the rein in such a 
calm and cool fashion. I think 
we can all learn from his per-
fect reaction to a possible acci-
dent! 

Next to go was 
Dutch rider 
Anky van 
Grunsven. The 
crowd seemed 
to triple when 
she entered the 
schooling area. 
Salinero was a 
bit nervous in 

the electric atmosphere, spin-
ning several times at spooky 
objects. Anky stayed right with 
him and schooled him in a very 
long, loose frame around the 
entire schooling ring for the 
first half of her warm-up. As 
she brought him up into the 
competition frame you could 
see it all come together. Every-
thing they did was world class 
and looked beyond effortless. 
Anky is such a soft, elegant 
rider and it is always a joy to 
watch her ride. Going in, I 

knew that she had scored well 
into the upper 70's many times 
with Salinero, but it was going 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘŜŦŦŜƴΩǎ ƭŀŎƪ 
of mistakes. Salinero was very 
electric going into the test. His 
extensions were superb and 
the freedom in his lateral work 
was breathtaking. He became 
slightly tense in the piaffe/
passage though, and broke 
rhythm for one step of his final 
extended trot, keeping her 
score to a 74.638% and putting 
her in second 
place overall 
behind 
Steffen and 
Ravel. The 
last ride was 
US rider Tina 
Konyot on 
the dreamy 
Danish stal-
lion Calecto 
V. I did not 
get to watch 
her test, but 
her score ended up tying with 
fellow US rider Elizabeth Austin 
for ninth place at 65.702%. 

As everyone lined up for the 
awards ceremony, my mother 
and I had a chance to talk with 
Anky for a few minutes while 
her groom Willeke prepared 
Salinero for the awards presen-
tation. She is such a joy to talk 
with, as were Isabell Werth, 
Steffen Peters, and Sjef 
Janssen. On Friday night, there 
were training demos done by 
several of the top riders and a 
schooling session under the 
flood lights in preparation for 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ ŦǊŜŜǎǘȅƭŜǎΦ 
Saturday started off with the 
Grand Prix Special which was 
won by US rider Leslie Morse 
and Tip Top 962 with a score of 
65.708%. The favorite for the 
Special was Germany's Ulla 
Salzgeber, but unfortunately 
her young mare could not han-
dle the intense atmosphere 
and she had to excuse herself 
just before saluting. 

That evening, the freestyles 
began with Tina Konyot, who 
started off with a respectable 
score of 70.700% putting her in 
7th overall. Dutch rider Christa 
Laarakkers placed 6th with a 
71.150%. Mikala Gundersen 
was next in 5th place with a 
score of 72.200% and fourth 
place went to Canada's Ashley 
Holzer and Pop Art who scored 
a fantastic 76.300%. Isabell 
Werth commented that she 
was very proud of Satchmo 

who gave a great per-
formance in the kur mov-
ing into the lead with a 
78.950%. Steffen Peters 
and Ravel performed 
their crowd favorite free-
style in top form showing 
super rhythm and fantas-
tic groupings of move-
ments to highlight this 
ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ 
rider. Their score was 
81.700% bumping Isabell 
Werth out of the lead. 

Last to go was Dutch rider Anky 
van Grunsven who proved why 
she has been called "Queen of 
the Kur" for many years. Salin-
ero gave one of his best per-
formances to their artistic 
Dance of Devotion kur de-
signed by Wibi Soerjadi, receiv-
ing a mark of 84.450% which 
cemented their victory in the 
CDI5* World Masters. This was 
Anky's second victory in the 
World Masters. Last year she 
won the kur aboard her fancy 
Dutch stallion Painted Black. 

I am so happy that I was able 
to go to this competition and 
witness all of the fantastic rid-
ers and their top quality horses 
in such close proximity. Thanks 
to my mother, we were all able 
to go and have a wonderful 
time in sunny Wellington! 
Hopefully, we will all be able to 
do the same next year! Happy 
riding! 
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Q : I have two questions I 
was unable to find in 
the USEF rule book.  I 

have a friend who is into jump-
ing and if she is at a rated 
show she cannot jump in dif-
ferent levels.  Is that the same 
in dressage?   If I had say a 1st 
level horse and a 4th level 
horse could I show them both 
in a rated show?  I know I 
could not show ONE horse in 
both levels.  Also, could one 
rider show a 4th level horse in 
training level and another 
rider show the same horse in 
4th level?  I also know that 
once you win a championship 
that you can't go back.  I am 
assuming the lower rider is a 
novice rider and the other 
rider more seasoned.  
  

A 
: Response from Lisa 
Gorretta, Licensed 
Technical Delegate 

(Lisa is a "R" dressage TD and 
a member of the USEF dres-
sage technical committee)  
 
In recognized competitions, a 
horse may be competed in two 
consecutive levels only ς for 
example training and first level, 
but not in training and second 
level. If, for example the show 
is like the NODA Summer show, 
where Saturday and Sunday 
are two (different) distinct 
competitions, you could poten-
tially show the horse on Satur-

day at 
Training 
and First 

level. On Sunday, you (or 
someone else) could show the 
same horse at First and Second 
level.  
  
As a rider you may enter as 
many horses in a competition 
as the show allows (has room 
for). I have seen riders com-
pete from training level 
through Grand Prix at the same 
show. It is wise to remember 
just how long it takes to pre-
pare each horse for the tests 
you enter as, unlike hunter 
jumper shows, your dressage 
test time is a cold hard number 
ς show up late and you have 
missed your chance to com-
pete in that class!  
  
The levels are based upon the 
ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
training scale. Once entered in 
the competition, a horse & 
rider are considered a single 
entity. A second rider would 
have a different number as-
signed to that combination. If 
you were both showing at 
training level, please note that 
the horse may compete only 
once in a class. So, in this ex-
ample you might ride in test 
one and the other rider could 
ride in test two. Or you might 
show the horse in 2nd level 
and the other rider might enter 
dressage seat equitation. 
  
For your last question about 

showing a 
horse 
trained to 
4th level 
at training 
and 4th 
ƭŜǾŜƭǎΧΦ ŀǎ 
long as the 
two riders 
entered 
different 
competi-
tions, yes 
this would 

be allowed under the rules. 
However as a rider, I would 
have to say the horse would 
probably end up confused and 
possibly not very successful in 
competition. The tests reward 
the correct execution of each 
movement and the directives 
for the movement ς not only 
getting from point A to B, but 
also in the way the exercise is 
performed. In fact the 
άǎŜŀǎƻƴŜŘέ ǊƛŘŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻōŀπ
bly need to ride the 4th level 
horse to do a GOOD training 
level test. A generous 4th level 
horse could probably carry a 
novice rider through a test as 
long as they can steer and have 
a good sense of rhythm. 
  
One last noteς most unrecog-
nized (schooling) shows follow 
the USEF dressage rules. Al-
ways look at the prize list to 
learn of any stated differences. 
For example, SOME schooling 
shows might allow two riders 
to compete one horse in the 
same class, with certain restric-
tions. 
  
Response from Mary Lou Gal-
lagher, Licensed Technical 
Delegate (Mary Lou is an "r" 
dressage TD and an experi-
enced show secretary) 
 
In dressage you could ride one 
horse at Training Level and 
another horse at Grand Prix.  
However, a horse may only be 
shown at two consecutive lev-
els at any one show.  If you 
were riding "Bouncing Bobby" 
at First level, he could also be 
entered into Training Level OR 
Second Level classes.  In other 
words, he could show either 
Training/First levels OR First/
Second Levels, but not both at 
the same show.  This restric-
tion holds whether you are the 
only rider or you have some-
one else also riding the horse 
at the same show.   
 
Regarding championship rules, 

there are slight distinctions  
between the NODA schooling 
show rules and the USDF re-
gional championships.  At the 
NODA show, it is the horse/
rider combination (the 
"ENTRY") that determines eligi-
bility for a championship. Once 
an ENTRY has won a champion-
ship, that entry is no longer 
eligible to ride in the champi-
onship at the same level. The 
rider on a new horse would be 
eligible to participate in the 
championship.) 
 
I think you are also laboring 
under a misconception when 
you stated "I also know that 
once you win a championship 
that you can't go back."  Once 
you win a championship, you 
cannot attempt to qualify for 
the championships 
again...BUT...it does not mean 
you cannot ride in a First Level 
class again.  Let's say you won 
the first level championship on 
"Bouncy Bobby". The following 
year, you can still show at first 
level (or even training level) 
and still be eligible to win a 
ribbon.  You just won't be able 
to ride in the First Level Cham-
pionship class at the finals.  
 

March 3, 2010  
Special Notice to USEF 

Stewards, Technical Delegates 
and Competition Management 
Concerning NSAID Disclosure 

Procedures 
By the USEF Equine Drugs and 

Medication Program  
 
!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ¦{9C !ƴƴǳŀƭ 
Meeting held January 13-17, 
2010, an important rule change 
was approved affecting the use 
of non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) in 
competition horses. Over the 
years, ongoing veterinary re-
search has revealed that not 
only is there little or no benefit 
to administering more than 
one NSAID to a horse for most 
medical concerns, it can actu-

Ask the Technical Delegate  

http://www.shadowfacsfarm.com/
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ally cause potentially harmful, 
even severe side effects.  
 
Motivated by its commitment 
to the welfare of the horse, the 
USEF Board of Directors voted 
to amend its Therapeutic Drug 
Rule and restrict use to a single 
NSAID beginning December 1, 
2011. Both the American Asso-
ciation of Equine Practitioners 
(AAEP) and the American Vet-
erinary Medical Association 
(AVMA) support the rule 
change, and USEF joins other 
organizations including the 
American Quarter Horse Asso-
ciation (AQHA) and Equine 
Canada in making this impor-
tant rule change. 
 
While the presence of two of 
the seven approved and quan-
titatively restricted NSAIDs in a 
horse will still be allowed prior 
to December 2011 (with the 
exception of the forbidden 
combination of phenylbuta-
ȊƻƴŜ ά.ǳǘŜΣέ ŀƴŘ ŦƭǳƴƛȄƛƴ ƳŜπ
glumine [Banamine®]), it is 
important to note that new 
restrictions are in place con-
cerning their use. Beginning 
April, 1, 2010, anyone adminis-
tering two NSAIDs to a horse 
within five days prior to partici-
pating at a USEF-licensed com-
petition will be required to 
complete and file a NSAID Dis-
closure Form with the USEF 
Steward/Technical Delegate or 
their Designated Competition 
Office Representative. This 
form will allow the USEF 
Equine Drugs and Medications 
Program to collect valuable 
data regarding the use of 
NSAIDs in competition horses. 
 
USEF has developed an educa-
tion plan to guide manage-
ment, owners, trainers, and 
exhibitors through the imple-
mentation of this rule change. 
The Federation has published 
an informational pamphlet and 
created the NSAID Disclosure 
Form. Both the pamphlet and 

the forms will be shipped to all 
Competition Managers for dis-
tribution from their competi-
tion offices. Additionally, both 
the form and the pamphlet are 
immediately available online 
at: http://www.usef.org/
documents/drugsMeds/
NSAIDDisclosureForm.pdf and 
http://issuu.com/equestrian 
It is the responsibility of the 
competitor and their veterinar-
ian to make certain the use of 
two NSAIDs within five days of 
competing is reported on the 
NSAID Disclosure Form and is 
properly filed with the USEF 
Steward/Technical Delegate or 
their Designated Competition 
Office Representative. It is im-
portant to note that a standard 
USEF Medication Report Form 
may not be used in this particu-
lar instance.  
It is the responsibility of USEF 
Stewards/Technical Delegates 
to collect the NSAID Disclosure 
Form and submit it to the Fed-
eration Office in Lexington, 
Kentucky. The Steward or 
Technical Delegate may desig-
nate a person in the competi-
tion office to act as their repre-
sentative and accept the NSAID 
Disclosure Form. The Desig-
nated Competition Office Rep-
resentative must be a Federa-
tion Senior Member and an 
office staff person mutually 
agreed upon by the Competi-
tion Management and Compe-
tition Steward/Technical Dele-
gate. The Designated Competi-
tion Office Representative will 
be responsible for collecting, 
dating, signing, and issuing 
receipt for all the NSAID Disclo-
sure Forms submitted, but it is 
ǘƘŜ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘΩǎκ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ 5ŜƭŜπ
ƎŀǘŜΩǎ ǎƻƭŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
inspect and return all the 
NSAID Disclosure Forms to the 
Federation Office in Lexington, 
Kentucky. 
 
For additional information and 
veterinary literature regarding 
NSAID use and the change to 

the USEF rule concerning their 
use, visit: http://
www.usef.org/_IFrames/
Drugs/NSAID.aspx. 
 
The vision of the United States 
Equestrian Federation ® is to 
provide leadership for eques-
trian sport in the United States 
of America by promoting the 
pursuit of excellence from the 
grassroots to the Olympic 
Games, based on a foundation 
of fair, safe competition and 
the welfare of its human and 
equine athletes. 

A 
s Dee mentioned in 
her tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎπ
sage NODA is planning 

to go green. Until that time you 
will receive both a paper copy 
of the NODA News mailed to 
your home and an email with a 
link to the NODA News. 
 
You will receive an email, like 
you already receive for impor-
tant NODA updates with a link 
to the newsletter which will be 
posted on the NODA website 
so you will be able to not only 
view the current issue of the 
NODA News but past issues as 

well. 
 
Please make sure that you in-
clude your email address, if you 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻΣ ƻƴ 
your membership form.  For 
those of you without an email 
address we can make arrange-
ments to mail your newsletter 
via first class mail.  If you do 
not have an email address 
please contact me or the mem-
bership chair Alice Brightup to 
make sure we have your cor-
rect mailing address. 
 
 Some of the changes that you 
will see are that those advertis-
ers with websites will have 
interactive ads, where you will 
be able to click on their ad and 
be directed to their website.  
Email addresses and website 
addresses in classified ads will 
work, plus photos will be in 
color.  
 
NODA Membership 
Alice Brightup 
440-349-0284  
membership@nodarider.org 
 
NODA News 
Niki Sackman 
440-235-1553 
editor@nodarider.org 

NODA will once again refund $100 of entry fees for each 
team (4 riders) that has "NODA" in its team name and 
competes in the Dressage portion at Lake Erie College's 
Prix De Villes in April of this year. 
 
Requirements: 
All team members must be current members NODA . 
Request for refund must be made in writing by the team 
captain (email or snail mail) after the competition is com-
pleted.  Send a copy of your written request along with a 
copy of the show entry form showing the team name and 
the names of the individual team members.  Only one 
check will be issued in the name of the team captain. 
Submit request to: 
 treasurer@NODArider.org 
 Jennifer Kick 
 NODA Treasurer 
 100 Meadowlands Dr., Apt A-12 
 Chardon, OH  44024  

NODA is Going 
Green! 

http://www.usef.org/documents/drugsMeds/NSAIDDisclosureForm.pdf
http://www.usef.org/documents/drugsMeds/NSAIDDisclosureForm.pdf
http://www.usef.org/documents/drugsMeds/NSAIDDisclosureForm.pdf
http://www.usef.org/_IFrames/Drugs/NSAID.aspx
http://www.usef.org/_IFrames/Drugs/NSAID.aspx
http://www.usef.org/_IFrames/Drugs/NSAID.aspx
mailto:membership@nodarider.org
mailto:editor@nodarider.org
mailto:treasurer@NODArider.org
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O 
n Thursday October 
29, 2009 I set out from 
Lake Erie College 

Equestrian Center in Concord, 
Ohio and headed for Hadley, 
Massachusetts. With me were 
assistant coach Chelsea Olsen 
and five members of our LEC 
IDA (Intercollegiate Dressage 
Association) team: Amy Ertas, 
Alaina Hower, Sarah Simmons, 
Shannon Sullivan, and Meghan 
Marcinkewicz.  It was 4:30pm 
by the time we left the eques-
trian center (girls must finish 
their classes, you know) and 
started our 538 mile trek to 
Hadley for the NEDA (New Eng-
land Dressage Association) 
educational weekend featuring 
Hubertus Schmidt. We arrived 
at our hotel in Hadley around 
1:15am Friday!  NEDA very 
generously supports the IDA 
and offered IDA members the 
educational weekend at a 
largely discounted price, mak-
ing the trip much more afford-
able for the team. 
 
The clinic was well thought out 
and planned as was obvious in 
how well it ran and in their 
selection of demonstration 
riders and horses. We were 
ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ b95!Ωǎ 
annual awards banquet where 
Hubertus gave a presentation 
on his long journey to get 
where he is today. They also 
awarded great door prizes, and 
our team member Sarah won a 
beautiful Moorea Cooler! The 
demonstration riders, in order 
of go, were Emily Gershberg on 
Zatino H (a five-year-old KWPN 
gelding), Marie Louise Barrett 
on Cantaris (a six-year-old 
Hanoverian gelding), Keith D. 
Angstadt on Donnertanz (an 

eleven-year-old Hanoverian 
gelding), Ellie Coletti on Wil-
liam Walnut (a nine-year-old 
Hanoverian gelding), Susan 
Springsteen on Finale (a thir-
teen-year-old Hanoverian 
mare), Micaela Mabragana on 
Nexus (a thirteen-year-old Dan-
ish gelding), and Sharon 
McCusker on Juli Sherif (a thir-
teen-year-old Danish gelding). 
 
It was truly an educational 
weekend and I have twenty-
three pages of notes to prove 
it!  When each combination 
came in Friday for the warm-up 
day, I looked at them and 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƴƛŎŜ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘ 
ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΦέ {ƻƳŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ǎǘƛŦŦ 
here or there and some looked 
ƭƛƪŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ŝŀǎȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ άƎƻƻŘ 
Ǝǳȅǎέ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
lesson on. I wondered what 
Hubertus would do with them. 
Well, he did a lot with them, 
and all within the three day 
timeframe of the clinic! It was 
an amazing transformation; 
these nice obedient horses 
became expressive big moving 
powerhouses! 
 
Hubertus says he warms up 
every horse basically the same 
way whether they are four 
years old or a mature Grand 
Prix horse. Hubertus also told 
us the warm-up should be as 
long as necessary but as short 
ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ  IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ 
the warm-up to use up too 
ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΦ 
Every horse came in and 
walked for about ten minutes 
then went into trot with the 
rider posting. Once the horses 
were flexing, stretching and 
accepting light contact in both 
directions equally they did the 

same in the canter. Hubertus 
likes to give the horse many 
walk breaks throughout the 
warm-up and working phases. 
He believes it keeps the horses 
more fit and happy. Once the 
warm-up is complete they 
move on to the working phase. 
Hubertus reminds us that for 
the mature horse the warm-up 
process should go quickly, 
whereas for a young horse, it 
may take your entire ride time 
just to accomplish the swinging 
and connection he expects in 
the warm-up. 
 
The working phase is designed 
to improve the quality of the 
gaits (the big swinging steps), 
balance and collection in the 
horse. The collection he works 
toward is commensurate to the 
ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƴπ
ing.  
 
I will use the five-year-ƻƭŘΩǎ 
session to expand on this a 
little. The five-year-old came in 
and started the warm-up phase 
as described in the previous 
paragraph. The work consisted 
of simple collecting exercises of 
smaller circles and bending 
lines. The rider must keep the 
big swinging gaits first and 
foremost, before and through 
the movements. The rider was 
reminded to keep the horse 
stepping forward (but not run-
ning) and under on the circles.  
 
Hubertus said when the young 
horse can be ridden with active 
big swinging steps into a light 
contact on both reins you can 
start introducing shoulder-fore 
and shoulder-in work.  
 
The canter work consisted of 

transitions from canter to walk 
and back to canter. The canter-
walk-canter exercise is the first 
collecting exercise in canter. 
They also worked on some 
counter-canter. In the walk 
they worked on some half pir-
ouettes.  
 
All the work is intended to am-
plify and collect the gaits. 
Again, many walk breaks were 
interspersed throughout the 
work. By Sunday these exer-
cises were easy for this young-
ster, and he performed them 
while maintaining big swinging 
movement on a steady light 
contact. I was aching with de-
sire to sit on him because it 
looked like it would be so com-
fortable and fun. 
 
To go through my notes and 
explain the work for each horse 
would take up many pages and 
that was not my intent, so I will 
list some highlights or points 
Hubertus worked on with the 
remaining demo horses and 
riders. I hope for some this will 
be a pleasant review of things 
ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƛǘ 
will serve as an inspiration to 
ask questions and grow in your 
knowledge. 
 
General points of interest: 
 

¶ Every horse warms up the 
same but for varying lengths of 
time. 

¶ The horse must accept and 
be light on both reins equally; 
ƛŦ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘŜǊ Ƴǳǎǘ 
push him through from behind 
into the hand until he softens 
and accepts it. 

¶ {ǿƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ƴŜŎƪκ
head left-right will not get him 
through correctly; it must 
come from energy from the 
haunches. 

¶ All horses need to be rid-
den through a swinging back 

What a Weekend! 

(A Weekend at the NEDA Hubertus Schmidt Clinic) 
By Barbara L. Soukup  



NODA News 2010 page 16 

 

with big free steps while lightly 
accepting contact on both 
reins. 

¶ You must give the horse 
many walk breaks for his fit-
ness and mental happiness. 

¶ Transitions of canter-trot -
canter are for suppling the 
horse, where canter-walk-
canter transitions are for devel-
oping collection. 

¶ When you ride the horse 
with big active steps from be-
hind over a swinging back into 
light steady contact you create 
άǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜέ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƴŜŎπ
essary to perpetuate the big 
swinging movement and collec-
tion. 

¶ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊƛŘŜ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜ 
άǳǇέ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ 
ȅƻǳ ǇǳǎƘ ƘƛƳ άǳǇέ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 
with your legs and body into a 
correct half-halt. 

¶ The horse can only be as 
high in front as he is low be-
hind. 

¶ Do the harder work first 
when the horse has the most 
energy available. 

¶ The horse must accept 
flexion and bending aids 
equally on both sides. 

¶ Most importantly, the rid-
ers should always work on im-
proving themselves! 
 
Flying change points of inter-
est: 
 

¶ You ask for the change 
when three legs are on the 
ground, just before the horse 
jumps into the air. 

¶ Hubertus prefers to train 
the changes on straight lines 
rather than from the half-pass. 

¶ The horse must allow you 
to straighten him and get him 
ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ άƴŜǿέ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǊŜƛƴ 
before you ask for the change. 
LŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ 
to prepare him do not ask for 

the change. 

¶ If the horse does the 
change when you try to pre-
pare him, you must stop and 
correct him immediately. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ άƘƻǘέ 
for the aids before you ask for 
the change. 

¶ ¸ƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ άƘƻǘέ ŦƻǊ 
the aids with the whip before 
you ask for the change; you 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǇ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ 
the change. 

¶ The horse should learn to 
do the change from light aids. 

 
Half-Pass points of interest: 
 

¶ When starting the young 
horse in half-pass make no 
compromises in the quality of 
the trot or the flexion and 
bend, but allow the front legs 
to lead a little bit. 

¶ A trained horse should 
remain parallel to the rail. 

¶ If a horse backs off and 
gets slow in the half-pass you 
must correct it by riding him 
more forward, sometimes al-
most too forward until he 
maintains the energy on his 
own. 

¶ Conversely, if the horse is 
running you must slow him 
down. 

¶ Half-pass in trot is pre-
pared by riding a correct shoul-
der-in. 

¶ Half-pass in canter is pre-
pared by riding a correct shoul-
der-fore. 

¶ Collecting the horse while 
in half-pass is done on the out-
side rein. 

¶ You must ride the half-
pass in the same quality of flex-
ion and bend in both direc-
tions. 

¶ Change directions often in 
this work. 

 

Pirouette points of interest: 
 

¶ If a horse gets too high in 
the neck he will bury his 
haunches and lose the correct 
rhythm of the canter behind. 

¶ To have a good pirouette 
you must have control of the 
speed and size of the turn. 

¶ You must be able to ride 
into a small pirouette and then 
ride out enlarging the pirouette 
on the second half, because 
horses tend to try to get too 
small on their own. 

¶ If you have trouble moving 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ 
use an opening rein to guide 
him. 

¶ The pirouette can only be 
as good as the canter you ride 
into it. 

¶ School trained horses on 
ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ƭƛƴŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
what you ride in the tests. 

¶ Young horses can be 
started from circles. 

¶ Pirouettes require great 
power and concentration, so 
train them earlier in the work-
out while the horse has the 
most energy. 

¶ You must be able to collect 
and shorten the canter before 
you ask for the turning. 

¶ Most riders drift off the 
line after the pirouette. Be 
mindful and correct this by 
picking a point to focus on and 
ride to it. 

 
Passage/ Piaffe points of inter-
est: 
 

¶ If the horse does not move 
willingly forward in a big swing-
ing trot he will have trouble 
getting a passage and/or piaffe. 

¶ If the horse does not use 
his back or have good swing 
through the back he will never 
do a good passage or piaffe. 

¶ In the transition from pas-
sage to piaffe, be quiet with 
ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜƎǎ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘƛǎǘǳǊō 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜΦ 

¶ The horse must change 
from the slow rhythm of pas-
sage to a quicker rhythm for 
piaffe. This challenges his bal-
ance greatly. 

¶ Hubertus trains the horse 
to piaffe first, then passage. If 
he trains the horse to passage 
first, then the horse will try to 
do the piaffe in the slow 
rhythm of the passage and it 
will not be correct. 

¶ To get the horse more 
active behind in the piaffe, use 
ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǇ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘŜǊΩǎ ƭŜƎǎ Ŏŀƴ 
remain quiet and the horse 
learns to maintain the piaffe 
when the rider stays quiet. 

 
L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
even perhaps learned some-
thing from my synopsis of my 
weekend at the NEDA educa-
tional event with Hubertus 
Schmidt. Hubertus is an amaz-
ing instructor who has the best 
interest of the horse in mind. 
He corrected the riders when 
necessary and gave them the-
ory and exercises to further 
their development. His instruc-
tion and methods were very 
easy to follow and understand. 
I believe everyone left that 
clinic eager to go ride and try 
the work he taught us. I would 
like to once again thank NEDA 
and all their volunteers for do-
ing such a wonderful job orga-
nizing and putting on this clinic. 
 
Buried in my notes, 
 
Barbara L. Soukup 
Lake Erie College 
IDA coach  
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Attending: Robyn Ambrose, 
Carol Cassano, Fran Cverna, 
Linda Cooley, Mary Lou Galla-
gher, Lisa Gorretta, Bonnie 
Gray, Marcia Doyle, Mary Jo 
Keptner, Jennifer Kick, Janeen 
Langowski-Grava, Dale Lappert, 
Dee Liebenthal, Kim Moody, 
Gail Patton, Mikki Pietrantozzi, 
Mary Dana Prescott, Niki Sack-
man, Carey Smith, Lora Szloh 
 
Call to Order:  Dee Liebenthal, 
President, called the meeting 
to order at 7:04PM. 
Minutes: Lisa moved to accept 
the minutes as written,  Linda 
seconded and the motion 
passed. 
Treasurer's Report: Jennifer 
Kick 

Ribbons for the recognized 
show cost $1162.18. 

Purchase of Quicken De-
luxe 2010, checks, 
deposit stamps and 
slips from Costco cost 
$100.96. 

Current checking account 
balance is $5608.48, 
savings account 
$5000. 

Membership Report: Dee for 
Alice 

Total membership is 186 
including 37 profes-
sionals and 21 Jr/YR. 

External Relations: Lisa Gor-
retta 

A report on the USEF Con-
vention is on our web-
site. 

 Lisa will be attending a 
meeting at LEC regard-
ing their new educa-
tional program plans. 

Dale brought up the ques-
tion of whether to 
move NODA's dres-
sage ring away from 
LEC.   

Newsletter Report: Niki Sack-
man 

Discussion on making the 
newsletter less costly 
ŀƴŘ άƎǊŜŜƴΦέ 

Dee suggested having a 
brainstorming session 
on the subject with a 
smaller group. 

Webmaster Report: Linda Coo-
ley 

The officers' page is ready. 
A broadcast email was 

sent out changing the 
address for scholar-
ship redemption. 

The calendar has additions 
of new shows, etc. 

Discussion on the memo-
rial service for 
Gretchen Singleton on 
May 2 at Fieldstone 
Farm. 

Awards Report: Janeen Lan-
gowski-Grava 

Cost of this year's ribbons 
was $340, saving $200 
compared to last year. 

Education Report: Marcia 
Doyle 

Berni and Marcia are look-
ing into having an 
educational event 
featuring Charles De-
Kunffy at Topline, May 
14-16.  Marcia will 
check on getting Uni-
versity credit for it. 

They are also working on 
having a woman who 
does equine massage 
present a program for 
us at Crosswinds. 

Dale suggested they get in 
touch with Margaret 
Freeman for the new 
test clinic. 

Recognized Show Report: 
Robyn Ambrose 

Robyn has ordered ribbons 
and bridle numbers. 

She has talked to Lisa Car-
dinale about the silent 
auction. 

She has a new vet for on 

call, has a farrier and 
is working on hotel 
rates. 

Discussion on extra 1st 
place awards 

Mary Lou stated that the 
prize list will include 
the explanation that 
checks will be mailed 
to the recipients 
within 30 days after 
the show. 

Schooling Show Report: Kim 
Moody and Mikki Pietrantozzi 

Mikki will be contacting 
judges for their bios. 

The prize list will be out 
soon. 

A demographic study of 
members showed a 50
-50 breakdown be-
tween east and west. 

Kim asked how to proceed 
when a new facility 
asks to host one of 
our shows.   

Ribbons were only about 
$740 which was less 
than expected. 

Fran suggested an article 
needs to go in the 
newsletter and web-
site defining rules for 
Intro Horse and Intro 
Rider. 

Kim has the idea of a con-
test to find the 
changes in the prize 
list in an effort to get 
people to read it. 

Dale reported the judges' 
contracts are mailed.  

Parliamentarian Report: Dale 
Lappert 

Bylaw changes will be dis-
cussed at an upcom-
ing meeting- date to 
be announced. 

Banquet Report: Carol Cassano 
Carol has been looking at 

different venues, try-
ing to get a location 
convenient to both 
east and west. 

She hopes to have more 
information at the 
next meeting. 

Historian Report: Mary Dana 

Prescott 
Kim introduced Lora Szloh, 

who has volunteered 
to digitize our ar-
chives.  Dee moved to 
proceed with this pro-
ject.  Lisa seconded 
and the motion 
passed with a vote.  
She should start with 
the minutes and 
newsletters. 

New Business: 
Dee asked whether we 

thought it was alright 
to give permission to a 
student photographer 
to practice taking ac-
tion photos.  Lisa said 
we should make sure 
there is a release of 
the use of the per-
son's likeness on the 
entry form. 

Dee asked about doing an 
in-depth survey of our 
members to find out 
what they would like 
to see NODA do. 

Adjournment: The meeting 
was adjourned at 8:50 PM.  
The next meeting will be held 
at 7:00 PM on Monday, March 
8, 2010 at The Paddock Sad-
dlery.  
 

Spicing up  
Dressage  

Training with 
Jumping 
 by Clara Etzel 

 

J 
umping is not my forte.  
That said, I do enjoy 
jumping on occasion, 

and through the British Horse 
Society riding program at  Al-
bion College I have jumping 
lessons on a regular basis.  Ad-
ditionally, I have competed at 
the College's winter jumper 
schooling show series.  Before I 
came to Albion, I would say it 
had been at least five years  

Highlights NODA Board Meeting Minutes 
Paddock Saddlery 
February 8, 2010 
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since I had jumped, so need-
less to say my jumping posi-
tion was quite out of whack.  
Now that I have been jumping 
more consistently (twice a 
week this semester), I have 
made vast improvements in 
my form over fences, al-
though my jumping position is 
still a work in progress. 
 
Even though I am a dressage 
rider, I find that jumping is 
very beneficial for me as well 
as for the horses that I ride.  
When  horses and riders are 
stuck in an arena all winter, 
the riding experience can be-
come a little dull and lacklus-
ter, especially with the cold 
weather, grey skies, and win-
ter storms looming outside.  I 
have noticed that jumping 
occasionally can improve both 
dressage horse and rider.  
Working with ground poles 
and jumping fences provide 
the opportunity to engage the 
minds and bodies of horse 
and rider.  The work over 
ground poles helps create lift 

and cadence in the trot, and 
jumping engages the horse's 
back.  Therefore, both ground 
pole work and jumping can 
benefit the dressage horse's 
ability to work on the flat. 
 
Even when your main disci-
pline is dressage, jumping 
offers both horse and rider 
the chance to spice up dres-
sage training.  Work with 
ground poles and fences chal-
lenges the horse and rider, 
and gives them something 
different to focus on during a 
long winter indoors.  In addi-
tion, the riders must use their 
dressage skills both to main-
tain a consistent stride to and 
away from a fence, and to 
lengthen and shorten the 
stride if the distance to a 
fence was not accurate.  I en-
courage all riders reading this 
to try some work over ground 
poles and/or fences, and ex-
perience the benefits of these 
exercises with your dressage 

horse.  

 

Getting to Know Junior Rider 
Evelyn Tyner 

 
Hi my name is 
9ǾŜƭȅƴ ¢ȅƴŜǊΦ LΩǾŜ 
been riding for 
about four 
years.  I became a 
member of NODA 
in 2009 and 
showed my 11 
hand American 
Shetland pony 
named Tenacious 
D (Duke) in Intro 
Level.  We fin-

ished 2009 Reserve champion at Intro. My goals for 2010 are 
to ride Duke in Training Level and my bigger pony Hall of Fame 
(Holly) in Intro. I am also a member of Bath Pony Club (BPC). 
The fun thing about Bath Pony Club is jumping and cantering. 
The hardest part of riding is getting the left lead canter on 
Holly. My family goal is for my brother (Richard) to ride Duke 
in a show and for him to become a Bath Pony Club member.  

Evelyn & Holly 

mailto:dsanders08@windstream.net

